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Cuba  church  celebrates  'first'  Christmas 


FORT  WORTH,  Texas  (BP) 
—  In  the  island  nation  of  Cuba, 
where  the  Christmas  holiday 
was  officially  reinstated  by  the 
Communist  government  after 
an  absence  of  three  decades, 
two  Southwestern  Seminary 
professors  have  reached  some 
interesting  conclusions  about 
this  'first'  Cuban  Christmas. 

Robert  Garrett,  director  of 
Southwestern's  World  Missions 
Center,  and  professor  Steven 
Stookey  spent  the  week  of  Dec. 
7  teaching  at  the  Baptist  semi¬ 
nary  in  Havana  and  said  despite 
the  challenges  it  faces,  the 
church  in  Cuba  is  growing  and 
maintaining  a  positive  witness. 

Part  of  that  witness  was 
celebrating  Christmas,  not 
with  great  physical  wealth  but 
in  the  hearts  of  the  faithful  in 
the  church. 

"It's  a  very  vibrant  church," 
said  Garrett.  "There's  a  new¬ 
ness  and  freshness  about  the 
church." 

The  growth  that  Baptists 
have  experienced  is  reflected  in 
the  size  of  the  Havana  semi¬ 
nary's  student  body.  With  46 
students,  the  seminary  had  to 
turn  away  approximately  two- 
thirds  of  its  applicants  this  fall 
simply  because  there  was  not 
enough  room,  Garrett  said. 

He  noted  that  with  the 
restoration  of  Christmas  as  an 
observed  holiday,  churches 
could  apply  for  licenses  to  con¬ 
duct  special  ceremonies. 

With  curiosity  in  Cub^  about 


the  gospel  and  spiritual  issues, 
there  is  great  potential  for  a 
soul  harvest,  said  Garrett. 
"People  are  looking  for 
answers  to  ultimate  questions 
in  Cuba,"  he  said.  "There's  a 
tremendous  spiritual  vitality  in 


Christmas  marks  a  change 
from  the  late  1960s,  when  the 
government  of  Fidel  Castro 
ended  the  recognition  of  the 
holiday. 

It  was  the  efforts  of  mission¬ 
aries  such  as  Fite  that  struck  a 
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faith  in  God,  a  deep  faith  in 
it  Christ." 

He  contrasted  it  with  the  cel- 
||  ebration  of  Christmas  in  the 
||  United  States,  saying  the 
\  expression  of  faith  displayed 
by  Cuban  Christians  "is  unlike 
chord  with  Cuban  Baptists,  and  anything  I've  seen"  in  this 
Garrett  said  the  faithful  he  and  country. 

Stookey  encountered  there  Despite  the  lack  of  material 
expressed  gratitude  for  their  possessions,  he  said,  the 
presence.  Cubans  are  "passionate  about 

In  addition  to  teaching  at  the  their  faith  in  Christ." 
seminary  in  Havana,  Garrett  That  passion  was  expressed 
and  Stookey  also  traveled  to  by  individuals  who  shared 
the  town  of  Pinar  del  Rio  to  their  testimonies  while 
attend  regional  meetings  of  the  Stookey  was  at  the  Havana 
Western  Cuba  Baptist  seminary,  he  said. 

Convention  where  they  heard  Stookey  recalled  listening  to 
several  church  choirs  and  individuals  telling  how  their 
musical  groups  as  well  as  ser-  celebration  of  Christmas  had 
mons  and  poetry.  gone  on  before  the  official 

What  struck  Garrett  about  ,  restoration  and  that  it  centered 
how  Cuban  Baptists  approach  around  the  spiritual  meaning, 
Christmas  is  that,  for  them,  the  not  the  commercial  overtones  it 
celebration  of  Christ's  birth  is  has  taken  in  the  U.S. 
not  made  greater  or  lesser  by  "I  came  away  terribly 
the  presence  of  material  things,  impressed  with  the  spirit  of  the 
Garrett  remembered  the  Cuban  people,"  he  said.  "It  was 
seminary's  rector,  Leoncio  a  good  reminder  for  me  of  the 
Veguillo,  as  saying,  "We  have  meaning  of  the  season." 


believers,  (f  those  two  factors 


China  archive  needs  materials 

^  HONG  KONG  (BP) 

Christianity  in  China  established  two 

Baptist  University  is  seeking  material  _ 

ana  increase  its  usefulness  to  scholars. 

The  archive  is  seeking  books,  letters,  journals,  other  manu¬ 
scripts,  diaries,  photographs,  maps,  church  records,  mission 
records,  records  of  other  selected  Christian  organizations,  and  any 
other  materials  which  relate  to  the  history  of  Christianity  in  China, 
said  its  director.  Burton  Starr,  professor  of  history  at  the  university. 

The  archive  will  receive  materials  in  both  Chinese  and 
English,  Starr  said.  While  books  are  needed  —  especially 
hard-to-find  missionary  and  pastors'  biographies  published 
in  limited  editions  and  thus  not  necessarily  expensive  but  dif¬ 
ficult  to  locate  —  it  would  be  best  to  contact  the  archive  first 
to  see  if  the  book  is  needed  so  that  the  expense  of  postage  will 
not  be  wasted. 

The  address  is  Archive  on  die  History  of  Christianity  in 
China,  Hong  Kong  Baptist  University,  Kowloon  Tong,  Hong 


The  Archive  on  the  Histoi 
'  years  a-go  by  Hong  1 
ils  to  fill  out  its  co0€ 


What's  in  the 
Recoro 


convenes 


Southeastern  Seminary  fails  to  meet  accreditation  standards  in  three  of  four 
areas,  according  to  a  special  study  committee  of  the  Southern  Association  of 
Colleges  and  Schools.  The  trustees'  move  to  a  new  conservative  majority  has 
resulted  in  the  resignation  of  the  president  and  seven  other  administrators. 


SecretarieMEfcognized 


Members  of  Monticello  Church,  Monticello,  give  the  largest  amount  ever  to 
the  Lottie  Moon  Christmas  Offering  for  Foreign  Missions.  Total  amount  given 
is  $6,214.64,  exceeding  the  goal  of  $5,000  which  is  double  the  goal  of  the  pre¬ 
vious  year.  Kenneth  Roberts  is  pastor. 


University,  Kowloon  Tong,  Hong 
12) ‘2339-5937;  fax,  (852)  2339-5589;  e-mail: 

Hong  Kong  Baptist  University  was  founded  in  1956  with 
help  from  the  Southern  Baptist  International  Mission  Board. 
Today,  the  university  has  6,000  full-time  students  and  35,000 
part-time  students  and  is  the  only  accredited  Christian  univer¬ 
sity  in  the  Peoples  Republic  of  China. 


Lowery  G 


H.H.  Ward  resigns  as  missionary  for  Union  County  Association  to  accept 
the  pastorate  at  Ecru  Church,  Pontotoc  County.  The  Ecru  church  voted  to  go 
full  time  with  the  beginning  of  the  new  year.  A  lot  has  been  purchased  and 
preparations  are  underway  to  build  a  new  parsonage. 


Athletes^)  abroad 


We  have  become  a  nation  that  idated  by  our  “post-Christian"  cul- 
doesn't  care  much  about  politics,  tune  to  assert  our  right  to  be  involved 
the  pollsters  report.  Content  with  in  the  political  marketplace  of  ideas 
booming  economic  times,  secure  from  in  this  country? 
enemy  attack,  and  apparently  unmoved  Not  too  many  years  ago,  a  White 
by  the  disgraceful  conduct  of  some  of  our  House  spokesman  commented, 
leaders,  the  pollsters  say  we  have  simply  “Yes,  we've  gotten  a  lot  of  calls  and 
detached  ourselves  from  this  most  crucial  letters  on  that  issue,  but  mostly 
aspect  of  our  civic  life  and  our  future.  from  Christians."  That  hurts,  but 
Syndicated  columnist  George  Will  asserts  maybe  we  deserve  it. 
that  the  American  people  have  turned  over  ff  you're  a  Christian  and  you 
governance  of  the  country  to  a  “political  don't’  like  that  attitude,  it's  High 
class"  whose  overarching  goal  is  to  gain  re-  time  you  did  something  about  it. 
election  while  the  important  business  of  the  Don't  teave  it  for  others  to  do. 
country  goes  unattended.  Don't  detach.  Get  involved. 

The  endless  stream  of  cacopho-  A  good  place  to  start  is  at  one  of 
nous  double-talk  pouring  from  the  the  most  basic  levels  of  our  gov- 
mouths  of  many  of  our  political  lead-  erning  process  —  the  Mississippi 
ers  contributes  in  no  small  degree  to  Legislature,  which  is  in  session  at 
confusion  among  the  electorate.  the  present  time. 

Couple  that  with  the  time  Each  of  us  is  represented  in  the 
demands  of  church/soccer/ music/  Legislature  by  a  representative 
charities/parents/basketball/  ana  a  senator.  Do  you  know  who 
work/children/band/illness/cook-  represents  you? 
ing/holidays/grandchildren/clean-  Of  the  thousands  of  bills  and 
ing/  school  / family/yard/  resolutions  that  will  be  filed  dur- 
duDs/ fundraisers/conferences  and  a  ing  the  1998  session,  there  is  no 
host  of  other  activities  in  the  modem  doubt  that  many  will  personally 
American  family,  and  one  can  under-  affect  you,  your  church,  your  fam- 
stand  the  movement  toward  political  ily,  and  your  livelihood.  Do  you 
detachment  as  revealed  by  the  polls.  know  how  to  track  those  bills 
There  just  doesn't  seem  to  be  through  the  legislative  process? 
enough  time  in  our  day,  and  some-  Much  time  and  energy  —  not 
thing  has  to  go.  Often,  that  “something"  is  to  mention  taxpayer  money  —  is 
involvement  in  our  political  process.  ed  each  year  on  maintaining  systt 

A  people  who  choose  not  to  get  involved  allow  citizens  to  directly  comn 
in  their  governance,  get  the  government  with  state  lawmakers.  Do  you  km 
they  deserve.  A  Christian  people  who  to  get  in  touch  with  your  legislate 
choose  not  to  get  involved  in  their  gover-  Legislators  welcome  input  frc 
nance  get  the  government  they  deserve,  too.  stituents,  so  why  aren't  you  talki 
For  too  long  Christians  have  been  rele-  them?  Be  advised  that  politics  is  a 
gated  to  the  back  of  the  American  political  teel  sport.  It's  a  rough-and-tumble 
parade,  as  if  our  input  in  the  political  tion.  You  may  get  your  feelings  hti 
processes  of  our  country  really  doesn't  you're  ignored.  You  could  be 
count.  A  great  deal  of  the  fault  for  that  sit-  down  by  opposition  forces.  You  m 
uation  rests  with  Christians  themselves.  flattened  bv  people  who  are  mo 
Have  we  bought  the  idea  that  religion  has  nized.  You'll  probably  be  offende 
no  place  in  the  public  arena?  Are  we  too  intim-  doors  are  slammed  in  your  face. 
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the  sanctity  fo  human  life. 

♦  Participate  in  local  events 
such  as  the  candlelight  prayer 
vigil  for  the  unborn  at  the  State 


Guest  Opinion 


JL  worm,  and  we  have  a 
strong  heartbeat!"  Those  words 
were  like  music  to  my  ears  as  1 
watched  the  movement  on  the 
sonogram  screen  during  an 
ultrasound  examination  at  my 
doctor's  office. 

Human  life  developing 
inside  my  body  —  what  a  mira¬ 
cle!  I  can  think  of  no  other  event 
which  so  incredibly  reveals 
God's  creative  powers. 

I  am  reminded  of  the 
Psalmist's  words,  "For  Thou 
didst  form  mv  inward  parts: 

Thou  didst  weave  me  in  my 
mother's  womb.  I  will  give 
thanks  to  Thee,  for  I  am  fearful¬ 
ly  and  wonderfully  made; 

Wonderful  are  Thy  works."  (Ps. 

139:13-14  KJV). 

I  feel  tremendously  blessed 
to  be  given  the  privilege  of 
bringing  a  new  child  into  this 
wot  id,  but  what  kind  of  world 
will  she  experience  when  she 
leaves  the  safe,  warm  cm  iron- 
ment  of  her  mother's  womb? 

It  will  be  a  world  in  which 
over  35,000.000  unborn  bubic s 
have  been  aborted  since  the  1973 
legalization  of  abortion  in  our  “unhealthy"  adults.  It  will  be  a 
nation.  It  will  be  a  world  in  world  in  which  human  life  has 
which  society  arbitrarily  become  so  cheap  that  homicide 

assigns  differing  values  to  is  taken  cfisuallv.  : 

"wanted"  ana  "unwanted"  On  Sunday,  Jan;  17,  churches 
babies  —  and  to  "healthv"  and  across  our  nation  will  join 
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The  miracle  of 
human  life 

By  Shelia  Stanford,  consultant 
Miss.  Baptist  Christian  Life  Comm 
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Capitol  in  Jackson  at  6  p.m.  on 
Jan.  22. 

♦  Have  Sunday  School  class¬ 
es  teach  a  lesson  on  the  sanctity 
of  human  life  on  Sunday,  Jan.  17. 

♦  Respond  to  women  in  cri¬ 
sis  pregnancies  through  prayer 
ana  support. 

Human  life  is  a  product  of 
divine  design!  We  see  God's 
creative  power  and  his  loving 
care  in  each  life.  Let  us  affirm 
the  reverence  and  respect  due 
to  human  life  from  conception 
to  the  grave.  Let  us  pray  and 
work  so  that  all  may  come  to 
recognize  the  sacredness  of 
human  life. 

When  1  feel  a  tiny  kick  inside 
mv  womb,  !  am  reminded  once 
again  ot  the  profound  creative 
work  which  is  part  of  God's  per¬ 
fect  plan  tor  his  universe.  I  sing  in 
my  heart  the  words  of  Mary: 
"My  soul  exalts  the  Lord,  and  my 
spirit  has  rejoiced  in  God  my 
Savior!" 
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together  to  study,  pray,  and  act 
on  Sanctity  of  Human  Life 
Sunday.  What  can  you  and 
your  cnurch  family  do? 

♦  Establish  a  prayer  vigil. 
Pray  for  our  leaders  to  affirm 


Stanford,  whose  due  date  is 
March  15,  lives  in  Clinton  with 
son  Dmv,  age  2,  and  husband 
Stan,  who  serves  as  Camp 
Garaywa  assistant  manager.  They 
attend  First  Church,  Clinton. 
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Legislature  tackles  first  500  filed  items 


By  Paul  G.  Jones,  II,  Ex.  Director 

Mississippi  Baptist  CAC 


HB  128,  the  Alcohol  Boating 
Safety  Act,  would  make  the  use 
of  alcohol  by  those  operating 
boats  illegal,  and  would  autho¬ 
rize  drawing  blopd  to  deter¬ 
mine  the  blood  alcohol  content 
of  boat  operators.  CAC  recom¬ 
mendation:  Support. 

HB  151  requires  drug  testing 
fof  all  elected  officials.  CAC 
>i  Baptist  recommendation:  Support. 
Commission 

HB  208  requires  persons  con¬ 
victed  under  the  implied  con¬ 
sent  laws  to  attend  an  alco¬ 
hol/drug  program.'  CAC  rec¬ 
ommendation:  Support. 

HB  297  authorizes  drug  test¬ 
ing  of  all  juvenile  offenders  and 
the  treatment  and  counseling  of 
those  determined  to  be  on 
drugs.  CAC  recommendation: 
Support. 

Senate  Bill  (SB)  2062  pro¬ 
hibits  smoking  in  state  office 
buildings.  CAC  recommenda¬ 
tion:  Support. 


SB  2085  creates  the  Mississippi 
Clean  Indoor  Air  Act.  CAC  rec¬ 
ommendation:  Support. 

SB  2108  prohibits  smoking  in 
the  New  Capitol  Building.  CAC 
recommendation:  Support. 

SB  2261  allows  package 
retailers  of  alcoholic  beverages 
to  sell  tobacco  products.  CAC 
recommendation:  Oppose. 

SB  2299  authorizes  package 
retailers  of  alcoholic  beverages 
to  cash  checks.  CAC  recom¬ 
mendation:  Oppose. 

Children 


SB  2221  makes  illegal  a 
mother's  use  of  drugs  'While 
pregnant  and  makes  it 
manslaughter  if  the  child  dies 
from  the  drug  use.  CAC  recom¬ 
mendation:  Support! 

Gambling 


HB  241  prohibits  the  cashing 
of  AFDC  or  TANF  (government 
assistance)  checks  at  casinos. 
CAC  recommendation:  Support. 

HB  453  prohibits  persons 
under  18  years  of  age  from 
playing  bingo.  CAC  recom¬ 
mendation:  Support. 

HB  516  authorizes  legal  gam¬ 
bling  to  be  discontinued  in  a 
county  by  election.  CAC  recom¬ 
mendation:  Strongly  Support. 

SB  2276  authorizes  universi- 
SB  2047  protects  reporters  of  ties  and  colleges  to  offer  cours- 
known  or  suspected  child  es  on  gambling.  CAC  recom- 
abuse  from  retaliatory  dis-  mendanon:  Oppose, 
charge  or  other  employment 
action  when  acting  in  good 
faith.  CAC  recommendation: 

Support. 

SB  2285  makes  fondling  of 
one  minor  by  another  an  act  of 
delinquency.  CAC  recommen-  / 
dation:  Support. 

Family 


World 


HB  200  establishes  a 
statewide  curfew  for  minors 
under  age  18.  CAC  recommen¬ 
dation:  Support. 


Alcohol  and  other  Drugs’ 
0  Including  Tobacco 

House  Bill  (HB)  21  makes  a 
felony  of  bringing  a  controlled 
substance  into  a  state,  county, 
or  municipal  facility.  CAC  rec¬ 
ommendation:  Support. 


The 
Second 
Front  Page 


HB  206  mandates  an  equi¬ 
table  distribution  of  marital 
property.  CAC  recommenda¬ 
tion:  Support.  Persons  desiring  to  contact 

legislators  about  specific  bills 
HB  267  removes  maternal  or  resolutions  may  do  so  bv 
presumption  in  divorce  cases,  calling  the  Capitol  at  (601)  359- 
CAC  recommendation:  Support.  3770,  or  by  writing  them  at  P. 

O.  Box  1018,  Jackson  MS 
HB  325  and  HB  523  provide  39215-1018. 
for  covenant  marriage  and  ere-  CAC  can  provide  additional 
ates  the  Covenant  Marriage  information  on  pending  legisla- 
Act.  CAC  recommendation:  tion  and  on  legislators  bv  district 
Support.  represented,  and  can  be  contact- 

-  ea  by  calling  toll-free  (800)  748- 

HB  370  establishes  irrecon-  1651,  toll  ($1)  292-3329,  or  by 
cilable  differences  as  the  thir-  FAX  at  (601)  292-3350. 
teenth  grounds  for  divorce  in  The  CAC  mailing  address  is 
Mississippi.  CAC  recommen-  P.  O.  Box  530,  Jackson,  MS 
dation:  Oppose.  39205-0530. 
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New  officers  for  the  executive  committee  of  the  Mississippi 
Baptist  Convention  Board,  elected  at  the  committee's  Dec.  1998 
meeting,  include  (from  left),  vice-chairman  David  Sellers,  pastor 
of  Tylertown  Church,  Tylertown;  chairman  Frank  Harmon,  pas¬ 
tor  of  First  Church,  Newton;  and  secretary  Sue  Dockeiy,  member 
of  Broadmoor  Church,  Jackson.  (Photo  by  William  H.  Perkins  Jr.) 


Mississippi  Baptists  gave  over  a  million  dollars  more  than  their 
goal  for  the  1998  Cooperative  Program  (CP),  according  to  Jim  Futral, 
executive  director-treasurer  of  the  Miss.  Baptist  Convention  Board. 

Total  giving  in  1998  was  a  record  $26,789,420.  That  was 
$1,242,812,  or  4.86%,  more  than  the  budgeted  $25,546,608. 
December  giving  was  the  second  largest-ever,  $2,653,429  — 
$125,034  more  than  the  $2,528,395  given  in  December  of  1997. 

CP  giving  for  1997  was  $26,086,167.  Giving  in  1998  showed  an 
increase  of  $703,254,  or  2.70%.  Every  dollar  given  above  the 
Cooperative  Program  basic  budget  goes  to  Christian  education 
and  missions. 

International  missions  gets  25%,  or  $310,702.  Mississippi  mis¬ 
sions  gets  15%,  or  $186,421.  North  American  missions  gets  10%, 
or  $124,281.  Christian  education  gets  50%,  or  $621,405. 
Allocations  of  the  funds  to  Christian  education  are  disbursed 
$106,651,  or  17.16%  to  Blue  Mountain  College  in  Blue  Mountain; 
$273,911,  or  44.08%  to  Mississippi  College  in  Clinton;  and 
$240,843,  or  38.76%  to  William  Carey  College  in  Hattiesburg. 

"The  Cooperative  Program  is  not  the  only  way,  but  it  is  a 
beautiful  expression  of  the  hearts  of  Mississippi  Baptists.  Truly 
we  can  celebrate  for  the  people  of  the  world  who  wilt  hear  about 
Jesus,"  Futral  said. 


NASHVILLE,  Tenn.  (BP)  —  Southern  Baptist  Convention 
Cooperative  Program  receipts  for  December  increased  nearly 
19%  over  last  year  and  the  fiscal  year's  first  quarter  showed  an 
increase  of  more  than  $4  million  over  last  year's  first  quarter, 
according  to  Morris  H.  Chapman,  president  and  chief  executive 
officer  ofthe  SBC  Executive  Committee. 

For  December  1998,  the  CP  receipts  totaled  $12,49^,070  com¬ 
pared  to  December  1997  of  $10,518,445,  an  increase  of  51,976,625 
or  18.79%. 

For  the  SBC's  fiscal  year  first  quarter  (October  through 
December),  CP  gifts  totaled  $39,964,086,  an  increase  of  $4,399,833 
or  12.37%,  over  the  same  period  last  vear  of  $35,564,253. 

Designated  gifts  for  the  month  of  December  also  showed  sig¬ 
nificant  gains:  $3,800,963  compared  to  last  year  of  $2,661,053,  an 
increase  of  $1,139,909  or  42.847o.  For  the  first  quarter,  designated 
gifts  totaled  $8,558,859  compared  to  the  same  period  last  vear  of 
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Evening  session,  6:30  p.m. 

Prayer  Carl  White 

Praise /Worship  Jim  Lott 

Drama  Jim  McNiel 

Witnessing  Testimonies 
Praise /Worship  Jim  Lott 

Special  Music  Graham  Smith 

Message  William  Fay 

Tuesday,  Jan.  19 

Morning  session,  9  a.m. 

Prayer  Bob  Sanderson 

Praise /Worship  Jim  Lott 

Drama  Jim  McNiel 

Praise /Worship  Jim  Lott 

Revival  Preparation  Forrest  Sheffield 


David  Wills 
Alan  Harris 
One  Voice 
P.L  Scott 
Alannarris 
Bobby  Welch 
Alan  Harris 
Bob  Reccord 


Monday,  Jan.  18 

Afternoon  session,  1:30  p.m. 
Prayer  Barry  Clingan 

Praise/Worship  John  Wells 

Message  Jarvis  Ward 

Praise/ Worship  John  Wells 

Message  Thad  Hamilton 

Praise/Worship  John  Wells 

Message  Bob  Pittman 

Benediction  Jerry  Mixon 


Secretaries  recognized  for  length  ofseryice 

The  Mississippi  Baptist  Secretaries  Association  (MBSA)  has  recognized  KgMfcA 
three  church  secretaries  for  their  longevity  of  service.  They  are  Mar)'  Lockhart,  ^ 

who  has  served  First  Church,  Amory,  for  42  years;  Carleen  McGraw,  who  has  BRI'  i 

served  First  Church,  Louisville,  for  48  years;  and  Linda  Jenkins,  who  has  ^  i 

served  First  Church,  Yazoo  City,  for  41  years.  uln  T 

Julius  Thompson,  recently-retired  director  of  the  Church  Administra-  dl  W,  ^  | 


tion/Pastoral  Ministries  Department  of  the  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Board 
(MBCB),  presented  plaques  to  all  three  women  at  their  respective  churches. 

The  next  meeting  of  the  MBSA  is  planned  for  April  12-13  at  Camp  Garaywa 
in  Clinton.  This  professional  association  provides  opportunities  for  fellow¬ 
ship,  skills  development,  and  networking  with  other  church  secretaries 
throughout  the  state. 

For  more  information  on  MBSA  contact  the  MBCB  Church  Administration/ 
Pastoral  Ministries  Department  at  P.  O.  Box  530,  Jackson,  MS  39205-0530. 
Telephone  (601)  968-3800,  or  toll-free  outside  Jackson  (800)  748-1651. 


Lockhart 


For  more  information,  contact  the 
Evangelism  Department  at  the  Mississippi 
Baptist  Convention  Board,  P.O.  Box  530, 
Jackson,  MS  39205-0530.  Telephone:  (601)  968- 
3800  or  toll-free  outside  Jackson  (800)  748-1651. 


McGraw  and  Thompson 


Thompson  and  Jenkins 


A  TRIBUTE 


In  the  first  week  of  1999, 
Lower)-  W.  Compere  died  at 
almost  93  years  of  age.  His  life's 
companion,  Jacqueline,  preced¬ 
ed  him  in  death  ny  a  year. 

Together  for  a  full  and  rich  life¬ 
time,  they  gave  themselves  to  ser¬ 
vice  in  Jesus'  name  and  to  min¬ 
istry  among  Mississippi  Baptists. 

His  pastor  at  First  Cnurch, 
Newton,  Frank  Harmon,  beauti¬ 
fully  outlined  the  three  careers 
of  Lowery  Compere's  life. 

He  was  a  pastor  for  25  years. 
He  preached  to,  loved,  and  led 
congregations  across  our  state. 

He  w-as  a  president.  For  22 
years  he  gave  his  heart  and 
soul  to  working  with  the  stu¬ 
dents  and  leading  Clarke 
College  through  some  glorious 
and  often  demanding  times. 

He  was  a  presenter.  When  he 
retired,  he  just  kept  on  work¬ 
ing,  growing,  learning,  and 
memorizing.  He  took  up  the 
task  that  became  a  ministry  of 
memorizing  Scripture. 

He  memorized  the  Sermon 


Jim  Futral,  executive  director-treasurer 
Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Board 


on  the  Mount,  the  Book  of  service,  his  heritage  is  equally 
Philippians,  multiple  chapters  incredible.  He  was  a  fourth-gen- 
in  the  Psalms,  long  passages  in  eration  minister. 

Isaiah,  and  was  memorizing  His  great-grandfather,  Lee 
the  Gospel  of  Mark.  Compere,  came  to  America 

In  costume  and  with  dramatic  from  The  London  Missionary- 
interpretation,  he  would  present  Society  as  a  missionary  to 
these  beautiful  narratives  from  native  Americans.  Arriving  in 
God's  Word.  In  ev  ery  occasion.  Charleston,  S.C.,  he  lived  in  the 
wherever  he  would  make  his  home  of  Richard  Thurman, 
presentation,  he  would  always  w  ho  was  pastor  of  First  Baptist 
request  that  any  honorarium  dr  Church  in  Charleston, 
compensation  be  directed  to  As  the  native  Americans 
some  specific  mission  endeavor.  were  moved  westward,  Lee 
His  life  was  a  living  common-  Compere  and  his  family  moved 
tary  on  the  Scripture  which  says,  with  them.  Along  the  trail  of 
"Whatsoever  tnv  hands  find  to  life,  there  were  children  who 
do,  do  it  with  all  thy  might."  stayed  at  different  places. 

As  full  as  his  life  was,  and  Lowery  Compere's  grandfa- 
even  as  remarkable  as  was  his  ther  stopped  in  Mississippi.  He, 
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Iraqi  seminarian  sees  Islam  as  'repackaged 


The  goal  is  to  convert  the 
West,  including  the  U.S.,  to 
Islam.  "They  are  working 
under  the  deceitful  veil  of 
cooperation  with  other  reli¬ 
gions,"  K.J.  said. 

To  fight  that,  churches  and 
Christians  need  to  be 
trained  to  witness  to 
Muslims  and  4 

to  demonstrate  Lebanon  jralj 


ISRAEL 


QATAR 


SAUDIA 

ARABIA 


Minister  likens  dictator  Hussein  to  Hitler 

DETROIT  (BP) 


.  .  Iraqi  dictator  Saddam  before  UNSCOM  —  the  UN  inspectors  charged 

Hussein  has  referred  to  Americans  as  "agents  of  with  identifying  Saddam's  nuclear,  chemical, 
Satan,"  but  an  Egyptian- American  Southern  and  biological  weapons  —  were  recalled  to 
Baptist  minister  who  conducts  Bible  studies  for  make  way  for  the  air  attacks. 

Detroit-area  Iraqis  disagrees,  saying  it  is  As  a  result,  UN  Security  Council  members 

Russia,  China,  and  France  may  well  lift  eco¬ 
nomic  sanctions  against  Iraq,  handing  Saddam 
yet  another  victory. 

"I  believe  that  the  U.S.  was  right,"  Girgis 
said,  referring  to  four  days  of  air  and  missile 
strikes  against  Iraq.  Clinton  eventually  called 
off  the  attacks,  ending  the  military  action 
dubbed  Desert  Fox. 

Clinton  ordered  the  attacks  to  cease  so  as  not 
to  interfere  with  the  beginning  of  Ramadan,  a 


Saddam  who  is  like  Adol 

"Saddam  is  building  nuclear  weapons,  trying 
to  make  himself  a  source  of  horror  m  the  area, 
says  Wajih  Girgis,  50,  pastor  of  the  52-member 
Arabic  Baptist  Church  and  the  22-member  Arabic 
Baptist  Mission  in  Garden  City,  Mich.  "He  should 
be  removed  from  office.  He  is  like  Hitler." 

Girgis  says  about  a  dozen  Iraqi  Christians, 
some  from  as  far  as  40  miles  away,  come  to 

Garden  City  to  attend  his  Saturday  Bible  stud-  m  WM  _ „ _ _ _ _ 

ies.  The  Detroit  area,  and  particularly  the  auto  holy  month  in  the  Islamic  world.  Clinton,  in  his 
manufacturing  Mecca  of  Dearborn,  has  the  Saturday  radio  address,  declared  the  "mostpro- 
largest  concentration  of  Arab- Americans .  found  admiration  for  Islam." 

.  Lured  by  jobs  in  the  auto  factories,  they  U5.  and  British  warplanes  and  Tomahawk 
began  immigrating  to  the  region  in  the  1920s.  cruise  missiles  hit  nearly  300  military  and  infra- 
Further  waves  of  immigrants  nave  been  attract-  structure  targets  during  the  attacks.  Reports  indi- 


Allah,  the  god  of  Islam,  for 
help.  Receiving  none,  he  turned 
to  Jesus  Christ.  At  Southwood 
Baptist  Church  in  Tulsa,  he 
heard  the  Gospel  in  detail. 

While  intellectually  accept¬ 
ing  it,  he  approached  God  with 
the  same  works-oriented  view¬ 
point  in  which  he  had  been 
raised,  he  said.  "For  six  years  I 
was  playing  church.  I  was 
doing  Christianity,"  he  said.  "I 
knew  nothing  about  heart  com¬ 
mitment." 

In  October  1995  at  a  Promise 
Keepers  rally,  the  issues  and 
fear  that  hacf  been  keeping  K.J. 
from  Christ  were  finally  broken 
down.  He  had  been  dealing 
with  such  issues  as  the  Trinity 
and  the  deity  of  Jesus,  which  he 
says  are  big  obstacles  for 
Muslims.  On  top  of  that,  he 
said,  Satan  was  using  the  fear 
of  embarrassment  to  stop  him 
from  making  a  commitment. 

Nevertheless,  K.J.  commit¬ 
ted  his  life  to  Christ  and  spoke 
with  a  pastor  about  it,  who  told 
him  'The  distance  between 
heaven  and  hell  is  18  inches," 
the  distance  between  the  head 
and  heart. 

K.J.  is  now  in  the  diploma 
studies  program  at 
Southwestern  Seminary  and 


Saddam  suppressed  a  rebellion  at  the  end  of  the  pie,  but  normally  the  Iraqi  people  are  good  pe< 
Persian  Gulf  War  in  1991.  pie,  not  like  Saddam/^  saidthe  5&yea£ol 

"They  hate  Saddam,"  Girgis  said  of  his  Iraqi  Girgis.  "They  are  peaceful  and  religious  peopl 
brothers.  "Air  attacks  hurt  the  Iraqi  people  ana  but  the  people  are  suffering  and  many  are  dyin 
many  here  in  the  U.S.  have  families  over  there,  from  hunger  and  a  lack  of  nedicine. 

They  are  afraid  to  say  anything.  The  people  can-  Girgis  said  many  Iraqi  immigrants  in  th 
not  speak  out  because  they  are  controlled  by  the  Detroit  area  remain  Muslim,  while  the  om 
leadership.  If  anybody  speaks  out  they  are  killed. "  who  are  Christians  are  mostly  Catholic. 

Girgis  said  that  a  consensus  still  exists  "At  our  Bible  study  we  try  to  offer  encou: 
among  Arab-Americans  oh  many  issues,  agement  and  comfort  to  them,  reassuring  thei 
including  the  removal  of  Saddam  from  office,  that  God  is  in  control,"  said  Girgis,  who  w< 
Yet  there  is  general  agreement  too  that  econom-  saved  20  years  ago  and  became  an  ordaine 
ic  sanctions  are  ineffective  and  cause  excessive  Southern  Baptist  minister  17  years  ago. 
hardship  for  the  Iraqi  people.  "We  tell  them  that  God  allows  things  like  th 

The  U.N.  trade  embargo  against  Iraq  appears  to  happen  in  order  that  something  good  wi 
to  be  crumbling  as  a  result  of  Clinton's  most  come,  Girgis  added  before  citing  Rom.  8:28. 
recent  air  raids.  Russian  and  Chinese  leaders  "1  believe  God  is  in  control  and  will  brin 
are  miffed  because  they  were  not  consulted  something  good  of  this.  We  need  your  prayers 
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Central  Church  of  McNeill 

(Pearl  River  Association)  recently 
held  a  special  dedication/celebra¬ 
tion  service  honoring  the  debt-free 
completion  of  its  new  pastorium. 
Pictured  are  Raymond  Jeffcoat, 
pastor,  wife  Drewe  Llyn,  and  chil¬ 
dren  Candace,  Kyle,  and  Cassie. 


New  Sight  Church, 
Brookhaven,  will  celebrate  its 
75th  anniversary  on  Jan.  16  and 
17.  This  celebration  will  begin 
with  an  Open  House  and  recep¬ 
tion  at  4  p.m.  on  Saturday  fol¬ 
lowed  by  a  7  p.m.  worship  ser¬ 
vice.  Guest  speakers  are 
Talmadge  Smith  and  John 
Smith.  Activities  will  continue 
on  Sunday  with  Sunday  School 
at  10  a.m.,  Edgar  L.  Wright,  for¬ 
mer  pastor,  will  be  preaching  at 
the  10:45  a.m.  worship  service, 
followed  by  a  pot-lunch  lun¬ 
cheon.  Johnny  Sykes  is  pastor. 

Hardy  Church,  Grenada,  has 
awarded  scholarships  to  30 
deserving  students  pursuing  an 
education  toward  Christian  ser¬ 
vice  since  die  progrqirrbegan  in 
1977.  Two  scholar¬ 
ships  in  the 
amount  of  $600 
each  have  been 
awarded  to  Apryl 
M.  Fant  of  William 
Carey  College  and 
Harold  K.  Russell 
of  Blue  Mountain 
College.  The  fund 
continues  to  grow 
by  the  taking  of  an 
annual  "special 
offering  in 

November, 
memorials,  and 
honorariums. 
Michael 
McLendon  is  pas¬ 
tor.  For  more 
information,  con¬ 
tact  Hardy 

Church,  750  Hardy 
Road,  Grenada,  MS  38901. 


Trace  Ridge  Church, 
Ridgeland,  will  dedicate  its 
new  Allen  Master  Design 

„  .  _ T _ 1  *7 
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music  theory  and  organ  at 
New  Orleans  Seminary. 
Lombard  will  play  for  the  10:30 
a.m.  worship  service  and  will 
give  a  dedicatory  concert  at  3 
p.m.  Ed  McDaniel  is  pastor, 
Michael  Allen  is  minister  of 
music,  and  Elaine  Bishop  is 
organist.  For  more  information 
call  (601)  856-2529. 

Baptist  Health  Systems,  Inc. 
(BHS)  broke  ground  recently 
on  its  Northeast  Medical 
Complex  on  Old  Canton  Road 
in  northeast  Jackson.  The  22,400 


square-foot  facility,  which  is  to 
include  relocation  of  the 
Northtown  primary  care  clinic, 
as  well  as  a  senior  clinic,  an 
adult  day  care  center,  rehabili¬ 
tation  services,  and  educational 
space,  is  scheduled  to  open  in 
Summer  1999.  Breaking  ground 
(from  left)  are  A1  McKinney  of 
Centex  Concord,  primary  con¬ 
tractor;  Larry  Collins, 
Northtown  Clinic;  Gerald 
Cotton,  BHS  executive  vice v 
president;  Howard  McMillan, 
chairman  of  the  BHS  Board  of 
Trustees;  Rose  Snow,  BHS  vice 
president;  Jackson  Mayor 
Harvey  Johnson  Jr.;  James 
Street,  BHS  board  of  directors; 
Richard  Dean,  Dean  &  Dean 
Architects;  and  Ben  Allen, 
Jackson  ward  1  councilman. 


Baptist  Health  Systems  ground  breaking 


Hillcrest  Church,  lackson, 

recently  held  a  recognition 
service  for  its  RAs.  Receiving 
badges  (pictured)  are  Jacob 
Clack,  Jared  Hooper,  Brandon 
Freeman,  Will  Dorman,  Joey 
Clack,  Jay  Taylor,  and 
Jonathan  Reves.  Leaders  are 
John  and  Barbara  Reves, 
Rocky  Clack,  Fields  Bacon, 
and  Gary  Holden 


Compere  dies  in  Newton 


Funeral  services  for  William 
Lowrey  Compere  Sr.,  were  held 
on  Jan.  8  at  First  Church  in 
Newton.  Compere,  92,  a  native 
of  Smith  County,  died  Jan;  4  at 
Newton  Regional  Hospital. 

Compere  led  Clarke  College 
in  Newton  from  1955  until  his 
retirement  in  1977.  He  was  a 
pastor  the  previous  25  years, 
naving  served  churches  in 
Jackson,  Greenville,  Meridian, 
Belzoni,  Ellisville,  Taylorsville, 
and  Summerland.  Compere 
was  a  graduate  of  Mississippi 
College  and  Peabody 
University  where  he  received 
his  master's  degree.  He  also  did 

Saduate  work  at  New  Orleans 
minary.  - 

Survivors  include  a  daugh¬ 
ter,  Jackie  Boyd  of  Burleson, 
Texas;  sons.  Bill  Compere  Jr.  of 
Burleson,  and  John  Senter 


Compere  of  Astoria,  Ore.;  sister, 
Mabel  Clare  Hardin  of  Calhoun 
City;  brothers,  Broadus  S. 
Compere  of  Jackson  and  R. 
Searcy  Compere  of  Brandon;  six 
grandchildren;  and  six  great¬ 
grandchildren.  His  wife 
Jacqueline  Senter  Compere  pre¬ 
ceded  him  ill  death. 
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Are  your  seniors  tired  of  j 
crawling  over  the  j 
HUMP'’  The  solution  is  I 
a  1 5-passenge'  van  | 
with  an  aisle,  raised  roof  j 
&  electric  step 

Call  Tri-Stale  Van  &  Bus  Today!  1-800-330-3622 

BUSES1  VANS'  PEOPLE  MOVERS' 


Lifeway  Counseling  Services 

Dr.  Carl  T.  Dickerson,  L.P.C.;  , 

N.C.C..  C.C.M.H.C. 

Individual,  Marriage,  and  Family  Counseling 
Adult  -  Adolescent  -  Child 
Discount  Fee  Available 

Hattiesburg:  601-268-3159  .  Laurel:  601-649-3669 

"Professional  counseling  from  a  Christian  prospective" 


AT.  ARK  A  WONDERS 

Tin.TP  TIME  HOL1.AND.  MICH. 

May  31  -  June  •  7  night  INSIDE 
PASSAGE  CRUISE,  Indian  Village, 
Anchorage  &  more 
$1989  •  Phone  Quick! 

j  J 

May  10-15  ♦  America’s  Dutch  Capitol, 
Indiana  AMISH  Country,  Mr.  Lincoln’s 
Hometown 

•  $535  inclusive 

TRANS  -CANADA  BY  TRAIN 

July  4-16  •  13  days  include  CRUISE, 

Alaska  Hwy.,  Valdez,  Mt.  McKinley, 

Juneau  ♦  $2598 

May  26-June  5  with  Jim  and  Joy  • 

Yates,  Yazoo  City  •  TORONTO,  1 
WINNIPEG,  EDMONTON,  ROCKIES. 
VANCOUVER  ♦  $1799  includes  air 

GRAND  ALASKA 

Aug.  21-  Sept.  1  •  WILDERNESS  TRAIN 
t  8  day  GLACIER/INSIDE 

PASSAGE  CltUISE  included  » 

$2499  -  Will  fill  soon!  ^-v 

HAWAII  hrf.f.zes  <  tor  the  S 

BOSTON  AND  NEW  YORK 

June  1-6  •Longfellow’s  Wayside  Inn, 

Cape  Cod  Cruise,  Mystic  Seaport, 

SHOWS  in  new  York 

•  $1249  includes  air 

June  16-23«MAUI  A  OAHuV  PDMjaLU  ) 

with  great  sightseeing 

•  $1399  bargain 

CALIFORNIA  49er  STATE 

June  17-25  «San  Diego,  Giant 

Redwoods.  Yosemite,  Lake  Tahoe, 

Reno  &  more 

*  $1249  with  many  extras 

CHERRY  BLOSSOMS  WASHINGTON 
April  5-11  •  Penn  Dutch  Country. 
Gettysburg  &  Monticello  also  featured 

*  9639  complete 

PACIFIC  NORTHWEST 

JL  PAViniAM  ROTKIKK 

SPRING  FIESTA  SAN  ANTONIO 

July  6-18  •  BANFF.  LAKE  LOUISE. 

Mt.  Shasta.  Oregon,  Glacier  Park,  and 
more  •$!  499  complete 

April  19-23  •  RiverWalk,  Alamo  &  more 
plus  Genlian  Country,  Galveston 

•  $462  super  value 

Phone  _____  1999 

for  FREE  Catalog 

COLORADO  ROCKIES 

July  31-  August  8  •  Air  Force*  Academy, 
Rocky  Min  Park,  MT  RUSH  MORE, 
Passion  Play,  Yellowstone  •  $1248 
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What  1  tell  you  in  the  darkness,  speak  in  the  light;  and  what  you  W§r 
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Adult  'Weekend 

QeJt'uta’uf,  12.-13 

Tupelo- 


with  Harold  Ivan  Smith,  author 


Dinner  at  Executive  Inn 
Concert  with  Sweeter  Rain 


Bams  Crossing  Mall 
Buffet  Breakfast 
Executive  Inn  around  indoor 
pool 

Conference  on  “Single  and 
Free”  and  “Starting  Over,”  with 
four  sub-topics 
Other  opportunities  of  sight¬ 
seeing 

Registration/Breakfast/Concert 
(Optional)  Dinner 


Christian 


For  more  information,  contact 
Discipleship  &  FanTily  Ministry  Department 

(601)966-3800  or  1-800-746-1651 


Checks  payable  to  Lee  County  Baptist  Assoc,  and  sent 
to  Rev.  Mike  Hatfield,  208  Lake  Street,  Tupelo,  MS 
38801  (Call  601-842-4947). 


Teams  Needed  for 
UKRAINE  PROJECTS 


The  following  teams  have  been  requested  for  volunteers  to  go  to  Ukraine.  Please  note  your 

interest  and  respond  to  the  address  below: 

1 .  Construction  Project  -  July  1-14,  Odessa.  To  build  classroom  building  to  be  used  by 
Odessa  Seminary  and  2nd  Baptist  Church.  Can  use  several  teams.  Each  team  will  need 
$5,000  for  building  supplies. 

2.  Evangelism/Church  starts  -  August  5-18,  Balta.  Several  teams  are  needed  to  help  begin 
churches  by  using  various  methods  of  evangelism. 

3.  Evangelism/Church  starts  -  September  2-15,  Kotovsk.  Several  teams  are  needed  to 
conduct  evangelistic  service  and  do  personal  witnessing. 

4.  Medical/Evangelism  team  to  Odessa  -  October  7-20.  Contact  person:  Mackie  Davis  at 
601-264-4815. 

5.  Evangelism/Church  Starts  -  September  16-29,  Odessa.  Several  teams  are  needed  for 
evangelism,  street  preaching.  Personal  witnessing  and  other  methods  of  evangelism. 

6.  Children  and  youth  ministry  -  July  17-28,  Odessa.  Team  will  conduct  VBS  and  other 
activities  to  reach  children  for  Bible  studies  and  activities.  Team  leader:  Donna 

S  warts  601-849-6153. 

7.  Children’s  Camps  -  July  and  August,  Odessa.  Teams  of  four  needed  to  direct  camp 
activities  along  with  Ukrainians.  One  hundred  campers  each  week  for  four  weeks. 

Maximum  teamsize  is  10.  Total  cost  will  be  $1,695  which  includes  airfare,  food,  lodging, 

insurance;  and  transportation  in  the  country. 


Witnessing  Through 
Media  Awards 


Sponsored  by  the  Mississippi  Baptists  in  Broadcasting 
organization  the  1999  Witnessing  Through  Media 
Awards  program  has  been  created  to  recognize  radio 
and  video  productions  which  demonstrate  excellence 
in  message  design  and  production  in  helping  to  bring 
Mississippi  and  the  world  to  Jesus.  If  your  church  is 
involved  in  a  radio  or  video  production  in  the  follow¬ 
ing  time  frame  (March  1.  1998  -  March  1,  1999),  why 
not  think  of  entering  this'year’s  awards  program.  We 
have  had  some  creative  work  done  by  Mississippi 
churches  in  the  past  and  1  know  this  year  will  be  no 
exception,  says  Farrell  Blankenship,  director. 
Department  of  Broadcast  Services.  Contact  his  office 
for  an  ontry  form  or  additional  information.  Entry 
deadline  is  March  1,  1999. 


Call  the  Partnership  Missions  Office  at  800-748-1651  in  state 
or  601-968-3800,  P.  O.  Box  530,  Jackson,  MS  39205  for  more  information 


Church  Business  Administrators 
Annual  Conference  _ 


parenting  teenagers 

IN  2000 


^Friday,  February  19,  7-9  p.m. 

!  Saturday,  February  20,  8  a.m.  -  noon 
Colonial  Heights  Baptist  Church,  Jackson 

_  John  Trent,  Speaker 

Trent  will  help  equip  parents  for  the  challenge  of  building  healthy, 
positive  relationships  with  teenagers.  Gifted  with  the  ability  to  bring  joy  to 
your  heart  and  a  smile  to  your  face,  Trent  will  share  an  insightful  blend  of 
biblical  truth  and  workable  wisdom  in  a  language  anyone  can  understand 
and  apply. 

Trent  is  currently  president  of  ENCOURAGING  WORDS,  a  min¬ 
istry  dedicated  to  strengthening  relationships,  especially  those  related  to  the 
family.  He  is  the  author  or  co-author  of  numerorous  books,  including  Ihe 
Blessing.  The  Two  Sides  of  Love,  and  Life  Mapping.  Previously,  Trent  was 
associated  with  Gary  Smalley’s  ministry.  Today’s  Family.  Trent  is  a  frequent 
guest  of  Focus  on  the  Family  and  700  Club  Radio  and  Televison  programs. 

For  more  info,  contact  Don  Lum,  Tammy  Anderson,  or  Mark  Lott 
at  968-3800  or  1-800-748-1651. 


Broadmoor  Baptist  Church 

787  East  Northside  Drive  l 
Jackson 


Steven  lewis 

Oklahoma  City 
Attorney 

Church  Law  Leader 


Church  Business  Administrators  Conference  -  Registration  Form 

February  11,  1999 
Broadmoor  Baptist  Church 

Cost:  S10  (includes  materials  and  lunch  at  the  church) 

[nie  _ _ _ _ Church _ 

Idress _ _  City/State _ Zip - 

sociation _ Position - - - 

lephone  No. _ $10  Registration  Fee  included:  Yes _ N 

Clip  and  return  to: 

Matt  Buckles,  CAPM  Dept.,  P.O.  Box  530,  Jackson,  MS  39205 


For  further  information,  contact .  Matt  Buckles.  800-748-1651  (in  Jackson,  968-38GO). 
or  Larry  Garner.  Metro  Baptist  Association.  362-8676. 


YOUTH  BiBLE 
STUDY  FORUM 

Emmanuel  Baptist  Church,  Grenada 
^  8:30-  11:30  a.m. 

What  are  your  youth  saying  about  Sunday  School?" 
We  want  to  hear  from  them! 


February  9,  1 999 

Baptist  Building  Sky  Room,  Jackson 
9  a.m.-noon 


For  a  Mountain-Top  Experience 

in  VBS  Get 

Mt.  Extreme! 


Bring  FOUR  of  your  youth  to  this  unique  Forum  and 
give  them  an  opportunity  to  share.  We  hope  you  will  bring  a 
mixture  of  older  youth  and  younger  youth,  and  a  mixture  of 
male  and  female.  Also,  consider  including  two  active  youth  and 
two  who  are  only  “fringely”  active.  The  reason  for  only  four  from 
each  church  has  to  do  with  our  desired  purpose.  We  want  to 
generate  meaningful,  honest,  open  and  “serious”  discussion. . 
The  smaller  the  number,  we  feel,  the  easier  this  will  be  to 
accomplish. 

There  is  no  charge  to  participate  in  this  Forum. 
However,  we  do  ask  that  you  pre-register  with  the  Sunday 
School  Department.  Call  Mark  Lott  to  get  more  information 
(1-800-748-1651  or  968-3800,  ext.  295). 


The  VBS  Summit  Sampler  and  Curriculum  will 
be  on  cfisplay  and  available  for  purchase. 
Calling  all  pastors,  VBS  directors, 
and  interested  VBS  leaders 
to  explore  an  overview  of  the  new  1 999  theme 


APRIL  16-17 

GULFSHORE  BAPTIST  ASSEMBLY 

Clinician 

Valerie  Stephenson 

Music  Educator  Composer  flj|  ^  ^ 
New  Orleans 


APRIL  23-24 

HOLMES  COMMUNITY  COLLEGE  FORUM 
GRENADA 

Christine  Anderson 

Solo  Handbell  Artist  |f||.  ^ 

Castaic,  Calif. 


Mississippi 
Baptist  State 
Handbell 
Festivals 


Deadline  for  registration  is  April  16 


Deadline  for  registration  is  April  9 


Contact  the  Church  Music  Department  for  more  information 
at  601-968-3800  or  1-800-748-1651. 


The  preschool/children’s 
team  will  provide 
resources,  events,  and 
training  to  help 

Tell  Mississippi  Children 
They  Are  Precious  in 
Jesus’  Sight. 


1 .  Resources  will  be  available  for  associations  to  conduct  a  1999  Associational 
TeamKid  Rally. 

2.  Resources  will  be  mailed  to  each  church  in  the  Februrary  Light  Packet  to  help 
churches  conduct  a  1999  Children’s  Day. 

3.  Older  Children’s  Retreat  information  was  mailed  in  the  December  Light  Packet. 
Older  Children’s  Retreat,  July  22-24,  1999,  Gulfshore  Baptist  Assembly,  Pass 
Christian,  Miss.  Registration  op^rts  March  1 . 

4.  Preschool/Children’s  Ministers  Retreat  is  scheduled  for  April  29-30,  1999, 
Patterson  Lodge,  Camp  Garaywa,  Clinton. 


February  27,  1999 
9:30  a.m. -3:00  p.m. 
Jim  Buck  Ross  Agriculture 
Forestry  Museum,  Jackson 


' Purpose 

To  motivate  and  provide  churches  and 
church  leaders  with  practical 
ideas  on  how  to  reach  their  community 

Audience 

Key  Church  Leadership 


Connecting  with  the  Future  Conference 

Saturday,  February  13,  1999,  8:30  a.m.-  noon,  FBC  Madison 

Introducing  new  focus  age  groups  in  preschool  curriculum. 

New  focus  age  groups  are  designed  to  meet  the  needs,  avenues  of 
learning  and  characteristics  of  today’s  preschoolers. 


There  will  also  be  booths  sponsored  by' churches 
highlighting  the  methods  they  use  to  reach  people. 


For  more  information,  contact 
Sunday  School  Department 

(60 1  >968-3800  or  I '800-748- 1651 


Conferences  offered:  ProfeSs ionals/Division  Directors,  Babies,  Ones-Twos 
Threes-Pre-K,  Kindergarten,  Sunday  School  Preschool  Curriculum. 
Contact  the  Sunday  School  Dept,  for  more  info:  968-3800  or  1-800-748-1651 


Older  Children's  Retreat  July  22-24 

Gulfshore  Baptist  Assembly  Pass  Christian,  Miss. 

On  this  retreat  we're  going  to  learn: 

Proverbs  was  written  to  help  make  us  wise,  not  just  so 
we'll  be  smart  and  know  a  lot,  but  so  we'll  know  how 
to  live  and  how  to  make  right  choices.. .choices  that  , 
please  God  and  help  us  get  along  with  others. 


Tuesday,  February  16,  10  a.m.  -  2  p.m. 

Chapel,  Baptist  Building,  Jackson,  $5  cost 

Growth  Spiral  is  a  tool  to  enable  a  church  to  experience 
growth  through  a  dynamic,  balanced  Sunday  School  min¬ 
istry.  It  is  a  systematic  plan  of  goal  setting  and  evaluation 
for  your  church.  This  conference  will  assist  you  in  planning 
for  the  necessary  elements  of  Sunday  School  growth  such 
as: 

•  Enrollment  •  Attendance  •  Prospects 

•  Teaching  Units  •  Ministry  Touches  •  Space 
•  Workers  •  Training  •  SS  Leadership  Meetings 

•  Worship  Attendance  •  Offerings  •  Baptisms 


This  retreat  is  for  those  children  who  have  completed  grades  4-6. 

Cost:  $76  Registration  opens  March  1,1999. 

Plan  now  to  go  to  the  Older  Children's  Retreat  '99. 

For  registration  information,  please  contact  Gulfshore  Baptist  Assembly 
at  228-452-*  !61 .  For  program  information,  call  the  Sunday  School 

Department  at  1  -800-748-1 651 . 


Contact  the  Sunday  School  Dept,  for  more  info:  968-3800  or  I -800-748- 1 65 1 


P**?  January  1 5  -  28,  1 999 

Prayer  Ministry  Office  •  P.O.  Box  530  •  Jackson,  MS  39205-0530  •  Phone  968-3800,  Ext.  3904  •  Mississippi  PrayerLine  1 -800-787-PRAY 

‘What  is  “Prayer ?  Prayer  is  fundamentally  a  relationship  with  Qod. 

Prayer  is  the  ministry  of  all  ministries;  without  it,  we  eliminate 
Cjod’s  chosen  method  of  wor^. 


For  the  Mississippi  Baptist 
Symphony  Orchestra  Retreat; 
Pearl  High  School,  sponsored 
by  Church  Music.  For  Train  the 
Trainer,  Crossgates  BC, 
Brandon,  sponsored  by  Sunday 
School  Dept 


For  Campus  Day;  William 
Carey  College,  sponsored  by 
WMU.  A  prayerwalk  team  is 
scheduled  to  go  to  Chengdu, 
China,  on  March  1 .  Pray  that 
airplane  tickets  will  be  avail¬ 
able  and  that  the  prayerwalk 
team  will  lead  many  to  believe 


A  missionary  writes:  "Please 
join  us  in  prayer  tor  Angola! 
Unrest  is  growing,  and  the  peo¬ 
ple  are  suffering.  Two  United 
Nations  planes  have  been  shot 
down  recently  due  to  the  accel 
eration  in  the  war.  So  we 
plead  with  you  to  join  us  in 
prayer." 


During  the  past  few  months  in 
Indonesia,  a  number  of  church 
es  and  some  mosques  have 
been  damaged  or  destroyed. 
Unemployment  is  high,  and 
food  is  expensive  and  scarce. 
Pray  for  a  movement  of  GOD 
among  the  people  and  for  pro¬ 
vision  of  necessities  for  daily 
life. 


For  Area  Vocal,  Conducting,  instru¬ 
mental  Festival;  Petal-t  larvey  BC, 
Petal,  sponsored  by  Church  Music 
Dept.  Lee  Dawson,  Greenville,  NC 
is  a  church  planter  apprentice  with 
New  Beginnings  Bible  Studies. 

Pray  that  additional  homes  will  lie 
open  for  Bible  studies.  Pray  that 
more  families  wall  become 
involved. 


For  Area  Keyboard  Festivals, 
Calvary  BC,  TupelcyTairview  BC, 
ColumbuVMomson  Hgls  BC, 

(  lintorvTBC,  Natchez/TBC, 
HattiesburgfBC.  Laurel,  sponsored 
by  Church  Music  Department.  For 
Mississippi  Baptist  Religious 
Education  Association,  Meridian, 
sponstwedhy  Minwsippi  Baptist 
Religious  Education  Association. 


6-91  MISS  HANNA  WEBB 

Azcuenaga  2973100.  Parana £Jt  ..  ARGENTINA 

Parents:  Elvin  and  Janet.  General  Evangelism 


Meeting  physical  and 
spiritual  needs 


8-82  MR.  DAVID  SONG 

431  Tee  Street.  Biloxi.  MS  39532 

Parents:  Woong  Ho  &  Soot.  Ja.  Field  Personnel  Assistance 


J5-97  MISS  ABIGAIL  HEWITT 

Baptist  Medical  Centre.  Box  50.  Nalerigu,  via  Ganihaga. 
GHANA 

Parents:  Earl  &  Ramona 


Woman  s  Missionary  Union  is  teaming  up  with  Habitat  for  Humanity  in  what 
promises  to  be  a  challenging  and  rewarding  missions  opportunity  and 


Mississippi's  WMU  will  be  building  two  homes  in  inner-city  Jackson  and  minister¬ 
ing  to  surrounding  neighborhoods  during  the  week  of  July  1 1-17,  1999. 


16-93  MR.  DAVID  A.  VAUGHN 

Caixa  Postal  625.  95.001-970  Caxias  do  Sul.  RS.  BRAZIL 
Parents:  John  &  Kathy.  General  Evangelism 


Yes.  /  want  to  help  make  a  difference  in  the  lives  of  others. 

Name _ _ _ _ 

Address _ _____ _ 

City _ .State _ Zip _ 

Daytime  phone _ _ 


24-89  MISS  ROBYN  L  KYZAR 

gin  UECB  Russia.  International  Post  Office.  P  O  Box  171 
Mascot  101000  RUSSIA 

Parents.  Russell  <&  Melinda.  Strategy  Coordinator 


Ministry 

Opportunities 

Include: 

Revival  Ministry 
Backyard  Bible 
Clubs 

Door  to  Door 
Visitation 
Sports  Ministry 
Medical  Ministry 
Legal  Ministry 


26-79  MR.  DERON  K.  MEILSTRUP 
Mississippi  College.  P  O  Box  4943.  Clinton.  MS  39058 
Parents:  Dennis  <&  Sherrie.  Music  Promotion 
SERVE  IN  ARGENTINA 


_ I  d  like  to  volunteer.  Please  send  information  about  servi 

in  the  following  ministry  areas: _ 

_ My  women's  group  would  like  to  volunteer.  Please  send 

information  about  serving  in  the  follow  ing  ministry 
areas: _ 


27-88  MISS  ALLISON  L  MARTIN 

Casilla  de  Correo  637. 5500  Mendoza.  ARGENTINA 

Parents:  Ashury  &  Hope.  General  Evangelism 


_ 1  d  like  to  help  financially.  Enclosed  is  my  check  for  S _ 

1 1  leadline-  for  donahon,  April  I.  IW  Please  make  check  (uyahlr  in 
WML’  Habitat  Project.  All  donations  arc  tax-deductible  ) 

Mail  to:  WMU  Habitat  House:  Woman's  Missionary  Union 
r  P  O  Box  530.  Jackon.  MS  39205 

PLEASE  RETURN  BY  APRIL  1, 1999 


29-97  MR.  JASON  BROW  N 
P  0  Box  30018.  Chichiri.  Blantyre  3.  MALAWI 
Parents:  John  &  Claudia.  General  Evangelism 


Sanctity  of  Human  Lite  Sunday 
(Christian  Action  Commission  and 

S  S  Em|)h.isis)  The  Waray-Waray 
(jeople  in  the  Philippines  are  rece|>- 
tive  to  the  gospel  and  a  high|>nority 
for  church  planters.  Pray  tor  the  five 
million  Waray-Waray  living  on  the 
thirdlargesl  Philippine  island  of 
Samar,  Leyte,  and  on  many  small 
surrounding  islands. 

For  Area  Vocal,  Conducting, 
Instmmental  Festival;  North  Oxtocd 
BC,  Oxford,  sponsored  by  Church 
Music  Dept.  For  Bivocatkjnal 
MmisterVWives  Fellowship, 

Sonny's  BBQ,  Brandon,  sfxmsored 
by  Church  Administration  Pastoral 
Ministries.  For  the- State  Evangelism 
Conference,  Ctossgates  BC , 

Brandon,  sponsored  by  Evan.  Dept. 

lean  "Serge”  Cassamajor. 
Smyrna,  GA,  is  a  Messenger  of 
the  Word  pasturing  Green 

Acres  Baptist  Mission.  Pray 
IhaLlhe  congregaton  will  be 
more  stable.  Too  many  people 
attend  for  a  while  and  then 
move  away. 

Baptist  representatives  Wayne  and 
Pam  (enkins.  who  serve  in  Cham, 
Germany  ask  us  to  pray  far  a  family 
who  have  indicated  a  desired  to 
start  a  new  Bible  study  in  the  tow  n 
of  Waldmuenc  hen  on  the  Czech 
border.  Pray  for  plans  to  start  cell 
groups  in  all  the  maior  cities  of  the 
counts  in  which  Cham  is  loc  ated 
(130,000  (jeople!). 

Baptist  Men’s  Day  (Brotherhood 
Emphasis).  At  the  Wallace 

Memorial  Baptist  Hospital  in  Pusan, 
South  Korea,  missionary  |im  Swihart 
leads  Bible  studies  among  the 
employees.  In  one  group  are  sever¬ 
al  pharmacists  who  are  not 

Christians.  Pray  for  faese  young 
professionals  tribe  bold  in  claiming 
Christ  far  their  own  lives. 

For  Area  Vocal,  Conducting, 
Instrumental  Festival,  Baptist 
Building/Highland  BC, 

Meridian,  sponsored  by  Church 
Music  E)ept.  Pray  for  a  dynam¬ 
ic  church-planting  movement, 
culturally  relevant  and 
Biblically-based,  to  develop 
-among  the  Ooeme  people  m 
Benin. 

About  1 ,800  Hokkien  (jeople  live  on 
Ihe  small  island  of  Chiau-si,  Taiwan, 
where  there  are  no  chore  hes  and  no 
regular  Christian  witness.  Recently  a 
small  team  of  miskjnac  les  and 

T aiwanese  believers  ministered  on 
thatisland.  Thank  God  that  three 
men  made  pmf.  oftaith.  Pray  that 
God  will  raise  up  someune  to  minis- 
ter  on  Chiau-si  on  a  regular  basis. 

Pray  as  plans  are  being  made  to 
develop  a  "Youth  at  Risk:  outreach 
program  in  Nogales  and  El  Melon. 
The  local  government  in  these  com¬ 
munities  in  central  Chile  has  asked 
Baptists  to  help  develop  a  program 
to  teach  young  people  who  are 
marginalized  from  soc  iety  and  who 
are  at  high  nsk  of  developing  anti¬ 
social  behavior. 

Baptist  College  News 


Names  in  the  News 


Staff  Changes 


William 


Mississippians  graduate  from  New  Orleans  Seminary 


Three  students  with  Mississippi  connections  received  doctoral 
degrees  from  New  Orleans  Seminary  (NOBTS)  during  commence¬ 
ment  exercises  on  Dec.  18.  Pictured  (from  left)  are  Rick  Henson  of 
Meridian,  doctoral  of  ministry:  Chuck  Kelley,  president  of  NOBTS; 


Richard  Johnson,  pastor  of  First  Church,  Bay  St.  Louis,  doctor  of 
philosophy  with  a  major  in  New  mmm — <= —  - -  ,v7Trv  r 


Testament;  and  Ken  Sterling  of 
Magnolia,  doctor  of  education. 
Receiving  master  of  divinity 
degrees  were  Michael  R. 
McLendon  of  Hattiesburg,  pastor 
i,  Grenada; 
Merrill  Keith  Bonner,  who  recent¬ 
ly  served  as  pastor  of  Hathom 
at  the  Naval  Church,  Columbia;  Billy  Rav  Little 
of  Columbus,  pastor  of  Robinson 
Church,  Liberty;  David  Owen 
Morris  of  Jackson,  John  Douglas 
Jones,  minister  to  students  at  First 
i,  Vancleave;  William 
Thomas  Boren  of  Meridian;  James 
>astor  of  First 


of  Hardy  Church 

Cason  Church,  Nettleton,'  evangelism  in  1999.  For  the  T . "*  ~ 

rently  ordained  Tony  past  12  years,  he  has  served  as  a 
mmerford,  Donnie  Sloan,’  civilian  chaplain  ; 
d  Tim  Laney  as  deacons.  Air  Station  in  Meridian.  He  is  a 
rtured  (from  left)  are  member  of  Southside  Church, 
mmerford,  Sloan,  and  Laney.  Meridian.  Barker  can  be  con- 
ivne  Brown  is  pastor.  '  tacted  at  130  Skvland  Drive, 

v  Meridian,  MS  39301  or  (601)  Church 
Bob  Barker  Jr.  plans  to  enter  483-9627. 

P-  Williford, 

Olol 


Church 

Thompson  of  Petal,  pastor  of  New  Hope  Church,  Sumrall;  Kenneth 
"Todd"  Stewart  of  Gillsburg,  pastor  of  Georgetown  Church, 
Georgetown;  and  Mary  Strickland  Herrington  of  Columbia. 

Bennie  C.  Caston  Jr.,  of  Liberty,  minister  of  music  and  senior 
adults  at  Roseland  Church,  Picayune,  received  the  master  of 
church  music  degree. 

Ronald  P.  "Sam"  Johnson  Jr.  of  Pascagoula,  pastor  of 
Woodhaven  Church,  Ocean  Springs,  received  the  associate  in  pas¬ 
toral  ministries  degree. 

Phillip  Oliver  Bums  of  Brandon  received  the  bachelor  of  gener¬ 
al  studies  degree. 

Receiving  the  women's  ministry  certificate  were  Lynda  Watts  of 
Biloxi  and  Kay  B.  Martin  of  Ridgeland,  women's  ministry  worker 
and  Bible  study  teacher  at  Ridgecrest  Church,  Madison. 


Henson,  Kelley,  Johnson, 
and  Sterling 


Revival  dates 


East  Louisville,  Louisville: 

Jan.  1 7-20;  Keith  Powell  of 
Baton  Rouge,  La.,  evangelist; 
Steve  and  Becky  Carver,  music. 

Easthaven,  Brookhaven:  Jan. 
17-20;  Mike  Alexander,  evan¬ 
gelist;  Bendon  Ginn,  pastor. 


Deacons  of  Cason  Church,  Nettleton 


Reggie  L.  Bridges  was  Mississippi  and  New  Orleans 
called  by  Canaan  Church,  Seminary.  He 
Ashland,  as  pastor  effective  goes  '  to 
Dec.  13.  He  was  ordained  at  Southside  ■.4, .  * 
Birmingham  Ridge  Church,  Church  from 
Saltillo,  his  home  church,  on  C  a  1  v  a  r  vBP  VKjL} 

Jan  10.  Bobby  Holland  is  Church  ft  japi) 

pastor.  Belzoni,  and 

previously SE 


Southside  Church,  was  pastor  at  fl 

Vicksburg,  has  recently  called  Morgan 

George  Gregory  Clemts”  as  pas-  Chapel 

tor.  Clemts  attended  the  Church  and  '“,ei 

University  of  Southern  First  Church,  New  Augusta 


'M/orl't 


January  18-19, 1999 
agates  ‘Baptist  Church 
Brandon,  Miss. 
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#1  Manufacturer 
Competitive  Pricing 


Guest  Speakers: 

William  Fay,  writer  of  Witness  Without  Fear 
Bob  Reccord,  president.  NAMB 
Bobby  Welch,  creator  of  FAITH  materials 
Jim  Futral,  executiie  director-treasurer,  MBCB 
Jarvis  Ward,  facilitator.  Mission  America 
Thai!  Hamilton,  Georgia  Baptist  Convention 
Jim  McNiel.  dramatist 
Bob  Pittman,  fxistor,  Kirby  Woods  Baptist  Church,  Memphis 
Forrest  Sheffield,  pastor,  Harrisburg  Baptist  Church,  Tupelo 
P-J.  Scott,  ixistor.  First  Baptist  Church.  Olive  Branch 
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Human  cloning  report  prompts  call  for  ban 

WASHINGTON  (BP) 


A  report  that  human  embrvo,  that  reality  is  not  far  off," 
South  Korean  sesearchers  have  cloned  a  said  Mitchell,  consultant  on  biomedical 
human  embryo  demonstrates  why  an  and  life  issues  for  the  Ethics  &  Religious 
international  ban  on  the  practice  is  needed.  Liberty  Commission  (ERLC)  and  an  asso- 
a  Southern  Baptist  bioetnics  specialist  said,  ciate  professor  of  Christian  ethics  at 
The  infertility  specialists,  working  at  Southern  Seminary  in  Louisville,  Ky. 

Kyunghee  University  Hospital  "Someone  is  going  to  do  it,  unless  we  act 
in  Seoul,  cloned  an  embryo  swiftly  and  decisively, 
that  was  a  replica  of  a  .10-  "Sadly,  the  only  way  to  prevent  human 
year-old  woman,  cloning  from  taking  place  is  to  attach  huge 
researchers  announced  penalties  to  it.  Public  censure  is  a  start,  but 
Dec.  16.  it  is  not  enough. 

jk  flFi,  ¥  .  Lee  Bo-yon,  one  ot  In  our  world,  monev  talks*.  Once  an 

§|.  Ma  iS  j»I  t,u“  scientists,  said.  international  ban  on  human  cloning  is  in 
J§!  we  can  assume  place  labs  and  research  facilities  that  per¬ 
il  ||||  that  a  human  child  si»t  in  experimenting  with  human 

Ifpk.  would  be  formed"  cloning  should  be  shut  down 

lsMkiP&  Ip  jfr  if  implanted  in  a  and  fined.  I  see  no  other 
**  /  woman.  The  way  of  dealing  with  this 

■iPjflfl  |  Washington  Post  dilemma." 

reported.  The  scien-  The  South  Korean 
gp  TmKKj  fists  did  not  take  the  researchers  acted  irre-  'jjlHHHH 

step  of  transferring  the  sponsibly,  Mitchell  said.  iff 

mr"*  embryo  to  a  woman  because  "First,  they  created  an  WB8IH 

■  of  legal  apd  ethical  ques-  embryo  with  the  purpose 

tions,  instead  destroying  the  of  destroying  it,"  he  said. 

embryo  after  it  had  divided  into  four  "Second,  there  were,  as 

cells,  according  to  news  reports.  far  as  we  know,  no  ethical 

While  some  scientists  questioned  the  review  protocols  in  place, 
validity  of  the  researchers'  contention  they  .Any  experimentation  on  human  subjects 
had  cloned  a  truly  viable  embryo,  special-  ought  to  be  accompanied  by  a  thorough 
ists  in  the  field  said  the  drive  to  clone  review  process.  Were  this  the  case,  this 
luman  beings  will  continue.  research  would  not  have  been  approved." 

Ben  Mitchell,  a  Southern  Baptist  Recently,  England's  human  genetics 
pioethicist,  said  the  report  shows  a  need  commission  ana  the  Human  Fertilization 
or  a  multinational  coalition  to  address  and  Embryology  Authority  jointly  recom- 
luman  cloning  immediately."  mended  tbe  cloning  of  human  embryos  to 

"Even  if  in  the  end  we  find  that  the  grow  tissue  but  did  not  support  the  trans- 
<oreans  were  not  successful  in  cloning  a  fer  of  cloned  embryos  to  the  womb. 


according  to  The  Post.  France  is  contem¬ 
plating  revising  its  guidelines  in  similar 
fashion  next  year,  The  Post  reported. 

In  the  United  States,  federal  funds  may 
not  be  used  for  human  cloning,  but  pri¬ 
vately  funded  research  is  not  illegal. 

After  the  announcement  of  the  cloning 
of  the  first  mammal  » in  early  1997, 
President  Clinton  issued  an  executive 
order  prohibiting  the  use  of  federal  funds 
for  human  cloning  and  calling  for  a  volun¬ 
tary  moratorium  on  private  research. 

The  president  called  for  a  five-year  ban 
on  human  cloning  on  recommen¬ 
dation  from  the  National  Bioethics 
Advisory  Commission,  but 
Congress  did  not  act  on  such  leg- 
|j\  islation. 

glyk  Mitchell  described  Clinton's 

ffttl  proposal  and  another  as  inade- 
A\j  quate,  saying  the  ERLC  was 


SBC  statement 
fourth-ranked 
news  story 


PROVIDENCE,  R.l.  (ABP)  — 
Reporters  who  cover  religion 
for  the  secular  press  named  a 
Southern  Baptist  Convention 
declaration  that  wives  should 
submit  to  their  husbands  No.  4 
in  their  ranking  of  top  news 
stories  for  1998. 

The  50-member  Religion 
Newswriters  Association  chose 
President  Bill  Clinton  and  Pope 
John  Paul  II  as  the  year's  top 
newsmakers. 

Third  in  the  RNA  ranking 
was  a  United  Methodist  church 
jury  falling  one  vote  short  of 
convicting  Omaha  pastor 
Jimmy  Creech  of  violating 
church  law  by  performing  a 
same-sex  marriage  ceremony. 

The  fourth-ranked  story  was 
the  addition  of  a  family  article  to. 
the  "Baptist  Faith  and  Message," 
the  official  faith  statement  for 
the  15.9  million-member 
Southern  Baptist  Convention. 
The  article  captured  widespread 
attention  in  national  media  with 
its  call  for  wives  to  "submit  gra- 
tciously"  to  their  husband's  "ser¬ 
vant  leadership." 


Amy  Grant,  Gary  Chapman  announce  separation 


NASHVILLE,  Tenn.  (BP)  — 
The  music  of  Amv  Grant  will 
remain  in  LifeWay  Christian 
Stores  although  she  and  hus¬ 
band  Gary  Chapman  have  sepa¬ 
rated  after  16  years  of  marriage. 

LifeWay  Christian  Stores  is 
an  81 -store  chain  operated  by 
LifeWay  Christian  Resources 
(formerly  the  Sunday  School 
Board)  of  the  Southern  Baptist 
Convention. 

"We  regret  to  hear  the 
announcement  and  we  will  pray 
for  them,  as  they  have  request¬ 
ed,"  Bruce  Munns,  LifeWay 
Christian  Stores'  vice  president 
for  operations,  said  in  a  state¬ 
ment  released  to  The  Tennessean 
in  Nashville  for  a  Jan.  1  story 
about  the  couple's  separation. 

Roland  Lundy,  of  Word's 
Myrrh  music  label,  told  the 
newspaper  Grant  "was  original¬ 
ly  a  Myrrh  artist,  she's  still  a 
Myrrh  artist,  and  she  will  remain 
a  Myrrh  artist."  Grant,  who 


became  a  leading  contemporary 
Christian  music  performer  dur¬ 
ing  the  1980s,  has  been  with  the 
Myrrh  label  more  than  20  years. 

Chapman  is  a  Christian 
singeF-songwriter  and  host  of 
The  Nashville  Network  show 
"Prime  Time  Country."  *He 
wrote  one  of  Grant's  early  hits, 
"My  Father's  Eyes." 

Grant  and  Chapman  have 
three  children,  a  son,  age  11,  and 


two  daughters,  ages  9  and  6. 

The  two-sentence  announce¬ 
ment  released  Dec.  30  states: 
"Gary  Chapman  and  Amy 
Grant  regretfully  announce 


their  separation  after  sixteen 
years  of  marriage.  They  both 
ask  for  your  prayers  during 
this  sad  time  and  hope  that  you 
would  respect  their  privacy." 


Salem  Heights  Baptist  Chupch 
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PIANIST:  Send  resume  to  Kreole 
Avenue  Baptist  Church,  4124  Kreole 
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THE  |ASPER  COUNTY  MS  Baptist 
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William  Spencer,  PO  Box  16, 
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646-9494  after  4  p.m.  Deadline  for 
receiving  applications  is  February  11. 
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Appointees  to  join  religious  freedom  panel 

WiQHiMfTnM  mm  r- _ : _ i  _ i.  r  i  ,  r.  _ _  . 


WASHINGTON  (BP)  —  Congressional 
leaders  have  appointed  four  of  the  nine 
members  of  a  new  panel  on  religious  free¬ 
dom  overseas,  including  one  of  the  leaders 
in  awakening  Americans  to  the  persecution 
of  Christians  worldwide. 

Outgoing  Speaker  of  the  House  of 
Representatives  Newt  Gingrich,  R.-Ga., 
named: 

•  Nina  Shea,  director  of  the 
Washington-based  Center  for  Religious 
Freedom,  and 

•  Elliott  Abrams,  a  former  assistant  sec¬ 
retary  of  State,  to  the  United  States 
Commission  on  International  Religious 
Freedom. 

In  the  same  news  release,  Senate 
Majority  Leader  Trent  Lott,  R.-Miss., 
announced  his  selection  of: 

•  Bill  Armstrong,  a  former  U.S.  senator 
from  Colorado,  ana 

•  John  Bolton,  a  former  assistant  secre¬ 
tary  of  State,  for  the  panel. 

The  president  has  three  appointments  to 
the  commission,  while  the  Senate  and 
House  minority  leaders  have  one  each. 

President  Clinton  and  Senate  Minority 
Leader  Tom  Daschle,  D.-S.D./are  expected 
to  name  their  selections  in*  January,  staff 
members  for  both  said. 

The  office  of  the  House  minority  leader. 
Rep.  Richard  Gephardt,  D.-Mo.,  could  not 
be  contacted. 

The  commission  was  established  as  a 
result  of  the  adoption  of  the  International 
Religious  Freedom  Act  in  October. 

T he  enactment  of  the  legislation  was  the 


result  of  a  long  and  often  contentious 
struggle  to  adopt  a  measure  intended  to 
alleviate  the  persecution  of  religious  adher¬ 
ents  in  foreign  countries. 

The  six-member  commission  estab¬ 
lished  by  the  law  is  to  report  annually  on 
countries  guilty  of  committing  or  permit¬ 
ting  violations  of  religious  liberty. 

The  president  is  required  to  respond  to 
the  report,  but  he  has  options  ranging  from 
diplomatic  protest  to  economic  sanction  as 
measures  to  use  in  dealing  with  offending 
governments. 

While  the  law  is  intended  to  provide 
freedom  for  adherents  of  all  religions,  it 
was  the  sudden  awareness  nearly  three 
years  ago  of  the  widespread  nature  of  the 
persecution  of  Christians  that  provided 
momentum  for  such-  legislation. 

Shea  has  been  among  those  leading  the 
effort  to  educate  American  Christians  of 
the  plight  of  their  fellow  believers. 

Her  organization  has  helped  reveal  inci¬ 
dents  of  persecution  in  countries  such  as 
China  and  Egypt. 

She  also  has  been  a  merqber  of  the  20- 
person  Advisory  Committee  on  Religious 
Freedom  Abroad,  which  is  administered  by 
the  State  Department. 

Abrams  formerly  was  assistant  secre¬ 
tary  of  State  for  Human  Rights,  as  well  as 
for  International  Organizations. 

He  held  both  positions  during  President 
Reagan's  administration  from  1981-89. 

He  now  is  president  of  the  Washington- 
based  Ethics  and  Public  Policy  Center. 

Armstrong  is  a  conservative  evangelical 


Christian  who  served  two  terms  in  the 
Senate  before  returning  to  private  life  in  1991. 

Bolton,  who  is  a  senior  vice  president  at 
the  Washington-based  American 
Enterprise  Institute,  served  in  both  the 
Reagan  and  Bush  administrations. 

He  was  an  assistant  attorney  general 
under  Reagan  and  assistant  secretary  of 
State  for  International  Organizations  in  the 
Bush  administration. 

"By  these  appointments,  we  serve  notice 
upon  those  rulers  who  have  on  their  hands 
the  blood  of  martyrs:  The  United  States  of 
America  has  heard  the  cry  of  the  oppressed 
and  will  no  longer  turn  away  from  their 
suffering,"  Gingrieh  and  Lott  said  in  a  joint 
written  statement  Dec.  22. 

It  is  estimated  by  some  that  more  fol¬ 
lowers  of  Christ  have  died  for  their  faith  in 
the  20th  century  than  in  all  the  19  previous 
centuries  combined. 

Those  cited  most  frequently  as  countries 
where  religious  persecution  persists 
include  China,  Vietnam,  Iran,  Cuba, 
Pakistan,  North  Korea,  Saudi  Arabia,  Laos, 
and  Burma. 

When  Clinton  signed  the  International 
Religious  Freedom  Act  in  late  October,  he 
said  he  planned  to  nominate  Robert  Seiple 
to  the  position  of  ambassador  at  large 
established  by  the  law.  He  will  serve  as  an 
ex-officio  member  of  the  commission. 

Seiple,  former  head  of  the  Christian 
relief  organization  World  Vision,  was 
named  earlier  in  the  year  as  special  repre¬ 
sentative  for  international  religious  free¬ 
dom  in  the  Department  of  State. 


Missouri  association  votes  to  oust  charismatic  church 


MARSHFIELD,  Mo.  (ABP) 
—  A  Missouri  Baptist  associa¬ 
tion  has  kicked  out  Calvarv 


Church  in  Marshfield,  a  church 
which  split  last  year  over  prac¬ 
tices  including  speaking  in 


The  value 
of  your  computer 
just  went  up  a  degree. 

The  School  of  Christian 
Education  and  Leadership  at 
Southern  Seminary  invites  you 
to  explore  the  first  Doctor  of 
Education  in  Leadership  degree 
on-line. 

•  Use  the  Internet  to  study  full 
time  without  having  to  relocate 

•  Complete  most  of  your  course 
work  at  home  while  continuing 
your  full-time  ministry. 

•  Come  to  campus  for  semi¬ 
nars  three  times  a  year  in  July. 
November  and  March. 

•  Complete  course  work  for  seminars  at  home  through 
Internet  discussion  groups,  e-mail  and  on-line  research. 

•  Study  with  the  renowned  education  and  leadership  faculty 
of  Southern  Seminary  and  other  guest  specialists. 

Application  requirements  and  detailed  program  information 
are  available  on-line  at: 
http://www.sbts.edu/celead/edd/edd.html. 


The  Southern  Baptist 
Theological  Seminary 

282")  Ix-xington  Road  •  louisvillc,  Kentucky  40280 
I  800  728-7044  •  Visit  us  on  thr  weh:  www.sbts.edu 


Pictured  are  Ed  D  tacvtfy  (L  to  R)  Warren  Benson 
Bnan  Richardson.  Jacx  Cunningham  l Uadi  Simpson 
and  Dennis  Wtlkams 


tongues  and  being  slain  in  the 
Spirit. 

Webster  Association  voted  to 
withdraw  fellowship  last  fall 
from  the  church  over  its  charis¬ 
matic  worship  practices, 
according  to  a  recent  report  in 
the  Missouri  Baptist  newspaper. 

In  March,  the  Marsnfield 
congregation  split  over  the 
issue,  with  173  members  voting 
to  "go  praise  and  worship"  and 
121  voting  to  "remain  funda- 
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mental  conservative." 

The  next  Sunday,  76  depart¬ 
ing  members  met  and  later 
formed  Faith  Southern  Baptist 
Church,  which  was  accepted 
into  membership  of  Webster 
County  Association  in  October 
and  recently  began  construc¬ 
tion  of  a  new  building. 

Calvary  pastor  Roger  Hicks 
said  his  views  began  to  change 
radically  two  years  ago,  when  a 
professor  talked  about  revivals 
in  Shantung,  China,  in  a  class 
he  took  at  Midwestern 
Seminary,  Kansas  City,  Mo. 

He  returned  home  to 
Marshfield  and  read  a  book  on 
historic  revivals  before  con¬ 
cluding  those  experiences  were 
different  from  his  own.  "I  was 
lacking  a  deeper  walk  with 
God,"  ne  said. 

Hicks  said  Calvary  Baptist 
intends  to  continue  "member¬ 
ship  in  the  Missouri  Baptist 
Convention  and  the  Southern 
Baptist  Convention. 

"Based  on  the  'Baptist  Faith 
and  Message'  and  the  Bible,  I 
don't  see  any  conflict."  he  said. 
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Organization  sending  athletes  on  missions 


God  "had  a  better  plan'  for  Arkansas  head  coach 


FAYETTEVILLE,  Ark.  (BP)  like  you  don't  have  a  problem  ence  in  my  life  by  being  with  me 
Houston  Nutt's  sports  goals  in  the  world,  but  what  you  real-  for  four  years.  I'm  a  better  father 
as  a  youngster  didn't  revolve  ly  don't  have  is  something  because  of  it.  I'm  a  better  busi- 
around  becoming  head  coach  that's  everlasting,  something  nessman.'  That,  to  me,  is  what 
of  the  Arkansas  Razorbacks.  that's  going  to  stay  with  you 
From  the  time  he  was  10  years  for  eternitv.  It's  a  relationship 
old,  his  dream  was  to  be  a  pro-  and  a  walk  with  Jesus  Christ  — 
fessional  football  player.  Das-  a  person  that  died  for  you,  and 
ketball  player  —  or  both.  all  he  wants  you  to  do  is 

As  an  All-America  high  acknowledge  him  and  ask  him 
school  athlete  at  Little  Rock  and  he  wants  to  come  into  your 
Central  and  a  two-sport  college  heart  today.  It's  that  simple.  I'm 

g layer  at  both  Arkansas  and  not  saying  your  life  is  going  to 
'klahoma  State,  his  goals  be  rosy  from  this  period  on,  out 
appeared  to  be  on  track  —  but  I  tell  you  what,  it's  going  to  be 
God  had  other  ideas.  a  whole  lot  easier.'" 

"The  saddest  day  of  my  life  Noting  the  majority  of  stu- 
was  the  ESPN  draft  day  in  1981  dent  athletes  today  come  from 
when  my  name  wasn  t  called"  single-parent  homes,  Nutt  point- 
to  play  in  the  NFL,  Nutt  reflect-  ed  out  that  for  many  of  his  play¬ 
ed.  "That  was  so  hard  for  me.  I  ers,  "I'm  the  first  male  authority 
couldn't  believe  that  for  the  over  their  life.  That,  to  me,  is 
first  time  in  my  life  I  wasn't  why  I  know  God  wanted  me  in 
going  to  do  what  I  set  out  to  do.  the  profession  of  coaching." 

"I  knew  I  was  going  to  be  a  That  influence  was  obvious 
coach  one  day.  My  fatner  was  a  late  in  the  season  when  Nutt  sus- 
coach,  but  I  wanted  to  go  play  pended  star  kicker  Todd 
in  the  NFL  first  and  I  kinda  had  Latourette  for  one  game  after  he 
a  deal  worked  out:  'I  tell  you  was  charged  with  arunk  driving, 
what,  God,  I'm  going  to  be  a  Although  Nutt  faced  pressure  to 
great  witness  for  you  in  the  allow  Latourette  to  play  in  a  cru- 
NFL,'  but  it  didn't  Happen."  cial  game  against  Mississippi 
Looking  back,  Nutt  State,  he  explained,  "I  said, 
acknowledged,  God  "didn't  see  'Guvs,  I  can't  do  it.  We've  been 
things  quite  that  way.  He  had  a  talking  about  truth.  We've  been 
better  plan.  It's  amazing  that  if  talking  about  doing  what's  right, 
you  truly  trust  God,  he  has  a  We  can't  just  sweep  it  under  the 
plan  for  you  and  he  knew  it  all  carpet  for  this  game.'" 
along."  How  does  Nutt  balance  the 

Nutt's  family  values  can  be  responsibilities  of  coaching, 
traced  to  the  influence  of  his  church  inv  olvement  and  family 
parents,  whom  he  describes  as  life?  "The  biggest  thing  going 
"solid  Christians."  Noting  he  for  me,"  he  responded,  "is  i 
accepted  Jesus  Christ  as  his  have  the  best  wife.  I  have 
personal  Savior  at  age  11,  Nutt  Diana.  To  me,  she  is  the  wife  of 
has  been  active  in  church  wher-  the  year.  She  keeps  the  real  bal- 
ever  he  has  lived.  ance.  ...  No  question  about  it, 

Nutt  often  has  one-on-one  she's  the  MVP."  *  ' 

opportunities  to  visit  with  play-  As  he  looks  to  the  future, 
ers  who  acknowledge  they  are  Nutt  said,  "The  biggest  reward 
missing  something  in  their  lives,  for  me  is  15*  years  from  now 
"I  don't  press  it  on  any-  when  players  come  back  and 
body,"  Nutt  said,  "but  if  they  say,  'Hey,  Coach,  thanks  a  lot.  I 
want  to  talk.  I've  said,  'You're  saw  the  way  you  treated  your 
missing  one  thing.  You've  had  son.  I  saw  rChristian  father  talk 
it  all.  Everybody  looks  at  you  with  his  wife.  You  made  a  differ- 


it's  all  about.  That's  the  key. 

"There's  no  greater  feeling 
than  touching  somebody's  life. 
It's  better  than  a  touchdown." 


Jesus  Christ 


‘Requests  tfe  Honor ■/ 
of  Jour  (Presence  L 
in  (Heaven !  m 


Ron  Mumbower,  Ph  D 
Minister  of  Counseling 
First  Church,  fackson 


You  Can  Respond  Right  Now! 

Simply  share  the  following  prayer 

with  God  in  your  own  words: 

1.  Lord,  I  admit  that  I  need  you. 

(I  have  sinned.) 

2.  I  want  forgiveness  for  my  sins 
and  freedom  from  eternal  death. 

(I  repent .) 

5.  I  believe  Jesus  died  and  rose 
from  the  grave  to  forgive  my 
sins  and  to  restore  my  rela¬ 
tionship  with  you. 

(1  believe  in  Jesus.) 

4.  By  faith,  I  invite  Jesus  Christ 
into  my  life.  From  this  time 
on.  I  want  to  live  in  a  loving 
relationship  with  him. 

(I  receive  Christ  as  my  Savior 
and  Lord.) 

But  as  many  as  received  him.  to 
them  he  gave  the  right  to  become 

children  oj  Cod.  even  to  those  who 
believe  in  his  name  < John  1:12). 

It  you  make  a  decision  for 
Jesus  Christ  today,  contact 
a  local  Baptist  church  for 
spiritual  guidance. 


ana  I  am  concerned  that  my  par-  everything  under  the  sun  for 
ents  curse  a  lot  —  especially  Christmas,  but  they  are  already 
when  they’re  angry.  How  can  l  fussing  and  fighting  with  each 
get  them  to  stop 7  other  again.  Help! 

Cursing  is  a  bad  habit  fre-  It  sounds  as  if  you  have  three 

quently  learned  early  in  life,  normal  children  learning  to  take 
and  later  on  can  be  very  diffi-  charge  of  their  worlds  —  and 
cult  to  stop.  Cursing  is  often  manipulate  yours.  They  are  in 
used  to  inappropriately  the  early  stages  of  socialization, 
express  tin  intense  emotion  and  fussing/fighting  is  com- 
when  the  curser  is  unable  to  mon  at  this  point.  As  hard  as  it 
give  the  emotion  a  proper  is  cm  you,  be  thankful  they  are 
name.  When  you  have  a  quiet  assertive  enough  •  to  let  their 
moment  with  each  parent  voices  be  heard!  If  there's  no 
(riding  in  a  car  or  folding  blood  (so  to  speak),  leave  them 
clothes,  for  example),  express  alone  to  work  tilings  out  among 
your  honest  feelings  by  saying  themselves.  If  the  situation  is 
something  like,  "Your  cursing  not  resolved  within  about  20 
-seaUy  disturbs  (scares,  confus-  minutes,  however,  you  can 
es.  Hurts)  me,  and  I  don't  intervene  with  the  comment,  "It 
understand  why  you  have  to  seems  things  aren't  going  the 
do  it.  Is  there  something  I  can  way  you  want.  Are  there  some 
do  to  help  you  stop?"  Don't  other  ways  to  get  what  you 
expect  immediate  results,  want?"  Guide  them  in  coming 
You'll  probably  have  to  repeat  up  with  appropriate  solutions, 
vour  concerns  many  times.  Help  your  children  develop 
but  at  least  they  will  have  problem-solving  skills  without 
heard  you.  Breaking  this  bad  always  "fixing'9  everything  for 
habit  will  be  harder  for  them  them.  All  the  energy  required  to 
that  you  know.  Pray  for  your  do  this  may  leave  parents  feel- 
parents,  and  encourage  them  ing  a  little  crazy,  but  learning 
to  do  better.  That  is  the  value  those  social  skills  will  serve 
of  a  strong  Christian  family  —  your  children  well  for  a  lifetime, 
helping  each  other  become  The  earlier  they  are  encouraged 
more  like  Christ  in  all  we  do.  to  learn  this  process,  the  better. 

Send  your  counseling  questions  to  Life  Answers  cjo  The  Baptist  Record,  P.O.  Box  530, 
Jackson,  MS  39201*0530.  Please  be  brief.  Name  is  not  required.  Remember:  in  time  of  cri¬ 
sis,  your  pastor  can  make  recommendations  on  your  counseling  needs. 


The  Baptist  Record 
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requires  abandonment  powerless,  and  so  should  we.  Finally,  there  is  a  concern 

of  all  other  efforts,  cast-  There  is  a  warning  (18:6-10).  (19:13-15).  Given  the  above  val- 

ing  oneself  totally  on  the  This  attitude  of  acceptance  is  ues  of  the  new  kingdom,  the 

mercy  of  God  in  Christ  followed  by  a  stem  warning.  If  final  one  is  logical.  God  wants 

Jesus.  This  kind  of  faith  accepting  a  child  is  evidence  of  us  to  bring  the  children  —  the 

has  a  child-like  simplici-  acceptance  in  the  kingdom,  small  and  weak,  those  of  child- 

ty,  rather  than  an  adult-  then  causing  a  child  to  fall  is  like  faith  —  to  him  through 

like  complexity.  Anyone  evidence  of  being  outside  of  the  Jesus  Christ.  This  is  to  be  a  con- 

can  have  it.  kingdom.  From  this  insight,  the  cem  of  ours. 

*p-'-**  “*■  i-ivi  ovj  in  me  ucn  —  "There  is  a  kingdom  Lord  addresses  being  a  stum-  1  wonder  what  would  hap- 

Earth  is  invaded  territory,  and  kingdom.  The  greatest  White  acceptance  (18:5).  Verse  bling  block.  ^  pen  to  a  community  if  a  church 

Christ  is  the  invader.  Like  the  will  be  the  ones  with  five  is  an  intriguing  state-  “Woe  to  you,"  he  says,  indi-  were  to  decide  to  reach  every 

GIs  of  WWW  whose  objective  child-like  humility.  ment.  There  is  a  relationship  eating  the  severity  of  the  warn-  eight  year  old  child  in  that  com- 

was  the  liberation  of  Europe,  Not  only  is  this  attitude  between  knowing  Christ  and  ing.  Someone  or  something  that  munity,  and  stav  with  that  child 

Jesus  objective  is  the  liberation  important  in  the  kingdom,  it  is  accepting  children.  In  this  is  in  danger  of  causing  a  person  until  he  or  she  is  grown?  Do 

of  human  lives  from  sin.  In  necessary  for  entrance  into  the  instance,  however,  the  reference  to  stumble  is  to  be  taken  seri-  you  think  it  would  make  a  dif- 

coming,  he  establishes  a  new  kingdom.  Jesus  warns  that  goes  beyond  just  children  to  ouslv  and  dealt  with  dramati-  ference?  Would  it  affect  families 

kingdom,  or  a  new  rule  of  life,  unless  we  become  child-like  in  include  those  child-like,  or  the  callv.  If  your  hand,  foot,  or  eve  and  homes?  Would  it  affect  the 

It  is  called  the  Kingdom  of  faith,  we  will  not  enter  the  small  and  the  weak.  By  this  the  cause  vou  to  stumble,  cut  it  o'ff,  crime  rate?  Would  it  affect  abor- 

Heaven.  This  new  kingdom  has  kingdom.  By  this  he  does  not  Gospel  is  not  saying  that  helping  Jesus  says.  tion  and  teenage  pregnancy? 

a  new  set  of  rules  or  principles  mean  a  child-like  mentality,  the  small  and  weak  is  necessary  This  warning  ends  with  an  What  difference  would  it  make? 
to  guide  it.  Matthew's  Gospel  God  does  not  want  us  to  be  for  salvation.  This  kind  of  interesting  statement.  The  angel  There  is  a  new  kingdom 

shows  us  a  few  of  these.  ignorant.  He  wants  us  to  think  “works  salvation"  is  thoroughly  of  a  little  one  is  in  heaven  con-  coming,  and  it  is  already  at 

/«Vl!ire,1SaLkin8don?attiJtude  and  to  gain  new  and  richer  rePuted  by  Scripture.  Rather,  it  stantly  "before  the  face  of  my  work.  In  this  kingdom,  children 

(18:1-4).  In  this  new  kingdom,  insights  into  human  life,  speaks  of  the  result  of  a  relation-  Father."  While  some  think  this  is  —  the  small  and  thd  weak  — 

the  attitude  toward  greatness  is  Rather,  Jesus  is  referring  to  a  ship  with  Christ.  When  we  are  a  reference  to  guardian  angels,  are  important.  This  should  be 

reversed  from  that  of  the  old  child's  ability  to  trust  with  total  with  Jesus,  and  he  is  in  us,  his  most  Bible  scholars  think  that  our  concern, 

kingdom.  In  the  old  rule,  abandonment.  Entrance  into  attitude  becomes  ouf  attitude,  this  means  children  always  have  White  is  a  member  of  First 

power,  position,  good  parent-  the  Kingdom  of  Heaven  He  accepts  the  innocent  and  the  Father's  attention.  Church,  Clinton. 


Family  Bible  Series 

Promote  Kingdom  life 

Matt.  18:1-10, 19:13-15 

By  Carl  M.  White _  _  age  or  good  looks  is 

necessary  to  advance. 
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Life  and  Work' 

Moving  beyond  abortion 

John  8:1-11;  James  5:16, 19-20 


By  Hugh  Plankett 


Abortion  is  one  of  the  most 
hotly  debated  issues  in 
America.  Beyond  the  debates  is 
the  question  of  how  Christians 
can  relate  redemptively  to  peo¬ 
ple  who  have  been  involved  in 
abortions.  Some  Christian 
women  who  have  experienced 
abortions  suffer  in  silence  and 
wrestle  with  guilt.  At  times  an 
abortion  becomes  a  wedge 
between  a  husband  and  wife. 
In  these  cases,  such  people 
often  do  not  find  help  from  the 
Christian  community.  The  Bible 
offers  us  principles  about  how 
to  develop  a  minstry  of  restora¬ 
tion  to  help  people  who  have 
been  involved  in  abortion. 

sign  of  just  how  far 
America  has  strayed  from  bibli¬ 


cal  teachings  is  that 
society  is  more  con¬ 
cerned  about  the  pwi—** 

eggs  of  sea  turtles  PIunkett 

than  the  life  of  an 
unborn  child.  Pro-life  and  Pro¬ 
abortion  forces  have  battled  for 
years.  As  tragic  as  this  conflict 
is,  it  pales  in  comparison  to  the 
suffering  of  those  who  have 
experienced  an  abortion.  It 
affects  both  the  mother  and  the 
father,  sometimes  for  the  rest  of 
their  lives.  As  Christians  we 
need  to  understand  that  Jesus 
offers  God's  forgiveness  and 
restoration,  not  condemnation, 
to  those  who  have  broken 
God's  laws. 

View  people  as  persons, 
not  as  objects  (John  8:l-6a). 

The  Pharisees  treated  the 
woman  caught  in  adultery  as  a 


tool  to  entrap  Jesus.  He 
would  have  nothing  to 
do  with  their  treating  her 
as  merely  an  object.  This 
scripture  gives  us  some 
idea  of  how  Jesus  views 
people,  including  those 
caught  in  abortion's  cruel 
web.  Believers  are  to 
^  view  people  as  persons 
of  worth,  not  objects  to  be 
used  or  rejected. 

Avoid  judgmental  attitudes 
(John  8:6b-9).  The  Pharisees 
were  quick  to  condemn  the 
woman.  Jesus  refused  to  join 
them  in  their  condemnation, 
instead  reminding  them  that 
all  are  guilty  of  sin.  Have  you 
ever  noticed  that  the  ones  who 
are  most  judgmental  are  sel¬ 
dom  without  fault  themselves? 
They  are  blind  to  their  own 
unrighteousness.  Jesus  warns 
us  of  this  when  he  asks,  "Why 
do  you  look  at  the  speck  of 
sawdust  in  your  brother's  eye 
and  pay  no  attention  to  the 
plank  in  your  own  eye?" 
(Matt.  7:3)  Recognizing  our 


own  sinfulness  will  help  us 
avoid  passing  judgment  on  or 
condemning  others. 

Extend  forgiveness  (John 
8:10-11).  Jesus  did  not  condemn 
the  woman.  Instead,  he  encour¬ 
aged  her  to  repent  and  tri  jWe  a 
godly  life.  Isn't  it  odd  that 
everyone  condemned  the 
woman  but  Jesus?  The 
Pharisees  condemned  her  out 
of  convenience  and  congratu¬ 
lated  themselves  on  the  well- 
laid  trap  they  had  contrived  for 
Jesus.  The  woman  condemned 
herself  by  her  silence.  Jesus  was 
the  only  one  who  was  qualified 
to  pronounce  condemnation 
and  yet  he  did  not,  instead 
extending  forgiveness  and 
encouragement.  Believers  are 
to  follow  Jesus'  example. 

Support  with  prayer  (James 
5:16).  Prayer  and  mutual  con¬ 
fession  can  lead  to  the  healing  of 
many  personal  crises.  Prayers  of 
people  who  are  right  witn  God 
are  effective.  We  are  to  pray 
earnestly  for  those  who  have 
sinned  so  they  can  experience 


wholeness.  A  heartfelt,  sincere 
prayer  can  work  more  wonders 
than  a  thousand  words  of  con¬ 
demnation  and  scorn. 

Be  a  change  agent  (James 
5:19-20).  One  whom  God  uses 
to  lead  sinners  away  from 
wrong  paths  and  sets  tnei 
right  paths  can  help  them  avoid 
some  of  the  terrible  conse¬ 
quences  of  sin.  I  am  convinced 
of  the  truth  of  the  observation, 
"Christians  shoot  their  wound¬ 
ed."  So  many  times  we  see 
friends  and  loved  ones  living  in 
sin  and  we  shun  them,  talk 
about  them,  and  basically  for¬ 
get  about  them.  We  say,  "Until 
he  changes  and  repents,  I  will 
have  nothing  to  do  with  him." 
I'm  so  glad  that  Jesus  does  not 
feel  this  way.  He  didn't  wait  for 
me  to  clean  up  my  act.  He  died 
for  me  while  f  was  still  a  sinner. 
He  loved  me  that  much!  He  for- 

f;ave  me  that  much!  As  a  fol- 
ower  of  Jesus  Christ,  I  can  do 
no  less  for  my  fellow  man. 

Plunkett  is  minister  of  music 
and  adults  at  Clarksdale  Church. 


Explore  the  Bible 

Jesus  cares  —  Sanctity  of  life 

Mark  5:21-43;  7:24-37 


By  Dee  McDermitt 


This  Sunday  has  been 
marked  to  celebrate  the  sanctity 
of  human  life.  Let's  look  at 
some  scriptures  to  see  how  the 
creator  of  life  ignores  bound¬ 
aries  and  casts  aside  traditions 
to  show  his  compassionate  con¬ 
cern  for  the  lives  of  human 
beings.  If  we  call  ourselves  chil¬ 
dren  and  ambassadors  of  this 
God  who  deems  our  lives  so 
precious,  we  are  obligated  to 
discover  what  he  values  so  that 
we  can  value  the  same  things. 
What  does  he  value?  He  places 
a  high  value  on  human  life. 

Jesus  cares  for  physical 
health  (5:25-29).  Jesus  had 
returned  bv  boat  from  the 


region  of  the 
Gerasenes.  When  he 
reached  shore  a  large 
crowd  gathered, 

among  whom  was  Jairus,  the 
ruler  of  the  synagogue.  He 
pleaded  with  Jesus  to  come 
with  him  to  heal  his  dying 
daughter.  In  the  process  of 
going,  the  crowd  followed  and 
pressed  around  Jesus.  In  the 
crowd  was  a  woman  who  had 
suffered  for  years  from  contin¬ 
uous  bleeding.  She  was  at  the 
end  of  her  rope  because  she 
had  tried  many  doctors  and 
spent  much  money.  When  she 
heard  Jesus  was  in  town,  the 
end  of  her  rope  became  the 
beginning  of  ner  hope.  She 
believed  if  she  could  only  touch 


McDermitt 


his  clothing,  she  would 
be  healed.  According  to 
Jewish  law  (Lev.  15:  25- 
30)  she  was  ceremonial¬ 
ly  unclean  because  of 
the  bleeding.  She  defiled 
all  she  touched,  so  she 
was  taking  a  risk  bv 
being  among  the  crowd. 
That  didn't  matter  to 
God.  He  saw  her  in  her 
desperate  state.  Her  life 
and  health  were  more  precious 
than  laws.  Healing  power  went 
out  of  Jesus  the  moment  she 
touched  his  clothing. 

Jesus  cares  for  life  (5:40-42). 
While  Jesus  talked  with  the 
healed  woman,  a  servant  came 
with  the  news  that  Jairus' 
daughter  was  dead.  He  reas¬ 
sured  Jairus  and  when  they 
came  to  the  house,  he  sent  the 
mourners  out  and  took  only 
Jairus,  the  mother  and  the  disci¬ 
ples  into  the  room  with  the 
dead  girl.  He  took  her  hand  and 
told  her  to  get  up.  Again,  Jesus 
is  not  afraid  of  defilement  from 


f!  r 
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touching  the  dead.  His  purity 
overrides  any  impurity.  Life  is 
precious  and  he  is  stronger  than 
death.  He  shows  his  loving  con¬ 
cern  by  telling  them  to  get  her 
something  to  ea^ 

Jesus  cares  for  spiritual 
health  (7:26-30.)  In  this  passage, 
Jesus  went  to  .the  territory  of 
Phoenicia,  possibly  for  a  time  of 
rest.  He  didn't  remain  incognito 
for  long;  when  people  discov¬ 
ered  he  was  in  an  area,  they 
came.  The  woman  in  this  pas¬ 
sage  was  a  Greek  (Gentile) 
whose  daughter  was  demon- 
possessed.  Sne  begged  Jesus  for 
.  healing  for  her  child.  Jesus' 
answer  to  her  may  seem  unkind 
or  puzzling,  but  it  shows  that  he 
is  conscious  that  his  mission  was 
to  the  Jews  and  not  to  the 
Gentiles  at  that  time.  Also  he 
may  have  been  testing  her  faith. 
I  like  to  think  that  Jesus'  tone  of 
voice  was  not  discouraging,  but 
that  he  may  have  had  a  twinkle 
in  his  eye.  Her  answer  showed 
that  she  accepted  her  position  as 


an  "outsider”,  but  she  was  not 
giving  up.  Jesus  saw  the  depth 
of  her  faith  and  told  her  the 
demon  was  gone.  Life  and  spiri¬ 
tual  health  was  precious  to  God. 
His  bounty  was  rich  enough  for 
even  outsiders  to  share. 

Jesus  cares  for  wholeness 
(7:34-35).  Imagine  the  quality  of 
life  of  one  who  is  unable  to  hear 
or  speak.  A  man  with  these  dis¬ 
abilities  was  brought  to  Jesus. 
This  time  when  Jesus  healed,  he 
used  a  more  tactile  approach  by 
putting  his  fingers  in. the  man's 
ears,  and  spitting  and  touching 
his  tongue.  Jesus'  actions  in  the 
healing  process  were  things  that 
even  a  deaf-mute  could  under¬ 
stand.  What  great  compassion 
Jesus  had  for  this  man's  person¬ 
al  situation.  He  cares  the  same 
today  for  us,  whatever  our  situ¬ 
ation.  How  precious  life  is  to 
him.  He  came  so  that  we  could 
have  it  abundantly. 

McDermitt  is  a  member  of 
Rawls  '  Springs  Church, 
Hattiesburg. 


Y2K  discussion  heats  up  for  countdown 


NASHVILLE,  Term.  (BP)  —  From  Jerry  gency  coordinators,  en 
Falwell  to  the  Federal  Emergency  and  state  fire  marshals. 

Management  Agency  to  The  New  York  Times  The  FEM  A  news  rel. 

and  USA  Today,  discussion  of  the  "Y2K"  states  also  reported  tl 
potential  computer  crisis  is  heating  up.  developed  contingency 

Among  recent  media  reports  and  other  for  Y2K  problems;  ins- 
developments  concerning  possible  comput-  address  problems  unc 
er  disruptions  that  may  affect  the  nation  gency  plans  or  they  e> 
and  the  world  at  the  end  of  this  year:  systems  Y2K  compliant 

•  Falwell,  in  "The  Falwell  Fax"  he  dis-  expressed  some  level  c 
tributes  weekly,  noted  in  his  Nov.  20  edi-  possibility  of  power  I 

)  tion:  "I  continue  to  believe,  based  on  per-  where  power  is  providi 
)  sonal  conversations  with  influential  eco-  ties.  Other  areas  of  co 
nomic,  banking  and  computer  experts,  states  include  limited  c 
that  our  nation  will  face  minimal  Y2K  to  assess,  test,  and  val 
problems  come  January  1,  2000."  fixes  for  Y2K  problems. 

•  The  Federal  Emergency  Management  •  The  New  York  Tim 
Agency  (FEMA),  in  a  Jan.  6  news  carried  front-page  storii 

tew  release,  said  its  officials  "are  urging  in  The  Times  and  Dec.  2 
7  the  emergency  management,  fire  and  The  Federal  Reserve 
emergency  serv  ices,  communities,  and  will  print  an  extra  $50 
/  the  public  to  get  ready  now  for  Y2K."  for  the  end  of  1999,  The 
'It  is  very  important  that  counties,  have  other  media.  Tow 
■J  )  municipalities,  school  districts  and  year  "the  retail  public  is 
(  other  organizations  that  have  not  yet  want  cash,  and  we  bette 
(  J  begun  to  work  on  Y2K  issues,  start  David  lacino,  head  of 
((  now,"  FEMA  deputy'  director*  Mike  2000  program,  was  quol 

jry  ’  Walker  said.  "While  some  failures  will  USA  Today,  meanvvhi 
be  minor  annoyances,  some  may  Americans  expect  "m< 
have  more  serious  consequences.  2000  —  down  from  45% 

A  recent  FEMA  survey  of  ing  to  polling  the  new: 

- I — J  state  emergency  management  taken  with  the  Is 

directors  concerning  Y2K  issues  Foundation,  with  61%  < 
at  the  state  and  local  levels,  according  to  no  problems  or  only 
the  news  release,  found  that  "although  Among  other  findings: 

Y2K  fixes  are  well  under  way  in  state-level  veyed  said  they  intend 
emergency  preparedness  offices,  the  emer-  31%  intend  to  set  aside 
gency  service  systems  of  many  counties  cash;  and  half  said  they  will^not  fly 

and  municipalities  remain  untested."  11  *  - 

"Generally,  states  and  the  larger  local 
governments  are  aware  of  and  making 
some  progress  toward  resolving  Y2K 
issues,  Walker  said,  "however,  many 
smaller  local  governments  as  well  as  some 
state  and  territorial  governments  seem  not 


/  managers  among  the  federal  agencies  "lagging  far¬ 
thest  behind"  in  Y2K  computer  fixes,  while 
ted,  "Many  the  Small  Business  Administration  and 
r.  have  not  Department  of  Veteran  Affairs  were 
specifically  described  as  in  "good  shape." 
ey  plan  to  •  InterVarsity  Christian  Fellowship  has 
ting  emer-  postponed  its  highly  attended  Uroana 
have  their  missions  conference  for  college  students 
Most  states  for  a  year,  from  Dec.  27-31,  1999,  to  the 
m  over  the  same  dates  in  the  year  2000.  The  confer- 
especially  ence  traditionally  has  been  held  every 
nailer  utili-  three  years,  drawing  about  20,000  students 
ited  by  the  and  others.  AccoYding  to  a  report  in 
if  resources  Religion  News  Service,  "Ministry  officials 
/stems  and  cited  several  reasons,  including  'many 
unknown  variables'  concerning  the  Y2fc 
USA  Today  computer  glitch  and  the  decision  by  the 
2K,  Dec.  2*7  person  coordinating  travel  to  the  event  to 
A  Today.  pull  out  of  her  contract  because  she  could- 
nounced  it  n't  assure  quality  service  " 
in  currency  •  The  Assemblies  of  God  General 
eported,  as  Council's  board  of  administration  adopted 
end  of  the  a  statement  Oct.  14  noting,  "The  leadership 
i  panic  and  of  the  Assemblies  of  God  cautions  the  body 
t  for  them,"  of  Christ  to  use  wisdom  in  the  matters 
ston's  year  related  to  the  Y2K  problem.  Needless  fear 
lying.  and  alarmist  tactics  over  the  Y2K  issue  and 

rted  34%  of  the  approaching  turn  of  the  millennium  are 
>blems"  in  directly  in  conflict  with  the  teaching  of  our 
—  accord-  Lord  Himself  ...  ."  The  board  then  cited 
lad  under-  Jesus'  words  in  Matthew  6:25-34,  which 
I  Science  begin,  "Therefore  I  tell  you,  do  not  worry 
hey  expect  about  your  life,  what  you  will  eat  or  drink; 
problems,  or  about  your  body,  what  you  will  wear" 
those  sur-  and  later  exhort,  "But  seek  first  [God's] 
kpile  food,  kingdom  and  his  righteousness,  and  all 
these  things  will  be  given  you  as  well." 

The  Assemblies  of  God  board  further 
stated,  "...  we  encourage  our  people  to  not 
engage  in  activities  such  as  hoaraing  food, 
withdrawing  money  from  banks,  believing 
doomsday  scenarios,  or  expecting  the  eco- 
found  only  one  in  seven  Americans  nomic,  political,  and  social  collapse  of 
describing  themselves  as  "very  prepared"  western  civilization  when  the  clock  strikes 
for  a  disaster;  83%  said  they  keep  essential  January  1,  2000. 

supplies  in  various  places  around  their  "Instead  the  body  of  Christ  should  place 
home,  greatly  reducing  their  accessibility  its  focus  upon  sharing  our  faith  with  those 
in  an  emergency,  while  31%  did  not  know  whose  hearts  are  fearful  about  the  future, 
when  to  turn  off  electrical  power  and  other  In  these  hours  when  the  world  is  filled 
utilities  in  case  of  emergency.  with  uncertainty,  we  have  the  message  of 

Various  media,  meanwhile,  have  carried  hope  from  our  Lord  who  has  taught  us  to 
reports  that  Social  Security  and  Internal  'Fear  not.'  Rather  than  fearing  the  collapse 
Revenue  Service  payment  systems  afe  of  computers  or  society,  the  Scriptures  call 
Y2K-ready.  A  USA  Today  story  on  Dec.  28,  upon  us  to  fear  God's  wrath.  The  good 
meanwhile,  reported  that  the  Federal  news  is  that  God's  wrath  need  never  be 
Aviation  Administration,  Department  of  experienced  when  we  place  our  trust  in 
Defense  and  State  Department  were  Jesus  as  Savior  and  Lora." 
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Y2K  brochure  distributed  by  American  Red  Cross 


IKCRUC1VHB  AV  KQ  LUC? 


WASHINGTON  (BP)  —  The 
American  Red  Cross,  in  its  dis¬ 
aster  preparedness  role,  has 
issued  a  brochure  on  the  "Y2K" 
computer  disruptions  that  may 
occur  as  the  year  2000  arrives. 

Available  from 
American  Red  Cross  chapters, 
the  brochure  does  not  sound 
alarmist  tone,  but  it  gives  an 
overview  of  possible  Y2K  prob¬ 
lems  that  may  arise  across  the 
country  and  lists  11  areas  of 
preparedness  that  individuals 
ana  families  can  take. 

"Because  no  one  can  be  cer¬ 
tain  about  the  effects  of  the  Y2K 
problem,  the  American  Red 
Cross  has  develoj 
lowing  checklist  f 
brochure  states, 
some 


readiness  for  disasters  such  as  a 
tornado  or  hurricane,  a  Red 
Cross  spokesman  told  Baptist 
Press  Jan.  7. 

Possible  areas  of  disruption, 
according  to  information  the 
local  American  Red  Cross  brochure 
relays  from  White  House  and 
ah  Senate  studies,  involve  utilities 
and  the  national  power  grid; 
banking  and  finance;  health 
care;  transportation;  telecom¬ 
munications;  pensions  and 
mutual  funds;  emergency  plan¬ 
ning;  and  general  business. 

Among  the  American  Red 
Cross'  11  suggestions: 

♦  "Check  with  manufactur- 
the  fol-  ers  of  any  essential  computer- 
rou,"  the  controlled  electronic  equip- 
»ese  are  ment  in  your  home  to  see  if  that 
easy  steps  you  can  take  to  equipment  may  be  affected.  " 
prepare  for  possible  disrup-  ♦  "Stock  disaster  supplies  to 
tions.  All  of  these  recommenda-  last  several  days  to  a  week  for 
tions  make  good  sense,  regard-  yourself  and  those  who  live  with 
less  of  the  potential  problem."  you.The  Red  Cross  doesn't  rec- 
Such  steps  are  important  for  ommend  hoarding  supplies. ..." 


♦  "Have  some  extra  cash  on  Response"  by  Shaunti 

hand.  Plan  to  fill  your  automo-  Feldhahn,  published  by 
bile  gas  tank  a  day  or  so  before  Multnomah  Publishers,  and 
12/31/99."  "Y2K:  How  to  Survive  the 

♦  "Have  extra  blankets.  Coming  Chaos'^  by  Michael 

coats,  hats,  and  gloves  to  keep  Hyatt,  published  by  Thomas 
warm."  Nelson,  and  the  Internet  site  of 

♦  "Have  plenty  of  flashlights  The  Cassandra  Project  nonprof- 
and  extra  batteries  on  hand,  it  organization:  cassandrapro- 
Don't  use  candles  for  emer-  ject.org/home.html. 

gency  lighting."  The  books  by  Feldhahn  and 

♦  "Be  prepared  to  relocate  to  Hyatt  also  encourage 

a  shelter  for  warmth  and  pro-  Christians  to  use  the  Y2K  de¬ 
tection  during  a  prolonged  ruptions  as  opportunities  for 
power  outage.  witness  and  ministry  to  non- 

♦  "Check  with  the  emer-  Christians  who  need  help  as 
gency  services  providers  in  they  face  the  tum-of-the-centu- 
your  community  to  see  if  there  rv  uncertainties  and  any  crises 
is  more  information  available  that  may  arise. 

about  how  your  community  is  Such  encouragement  also  is  an 
preparing,  for  any  potential  integral  part  of  Y2K  sections  of 
problems."  the  internet  sites  of  the  Christian 

More  extensive  Y2K  precau-  Broadcasting  Network: 
tions  are  found  in  other  www.cbn.org/y2k/index.asp, 
resources,  such  as  the  books,  and  of  well-known  Christian 
"Y2K:  The  Millennium  Bug  —  financial  expert  Larry  Burkett: 
A  Balanced  Christian  cfcministrv.ore. 
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